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Coronavirus will Evolve Meetings Industry
As the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) continues 
to spread throughout the 
world, the global landscape 
has changed enormously, and 
professionals in the meetings 
industry now searching solutions 
to overcome the disruptive 
effects of COVID-19.
Organizers of conferences and 
exhibitions are either postponed 
or cancelled their events and 
many of them launched 
online events. As the news of 
cancellations or postponements has become the 
new normal, you will find some of them at our 
news section.
In this issue, we present Turkish city of Adana 
which is famous with its kebabs. I hope you will 
find our story interesting and add Adana to your 
travel bucket list. Today is the day of dreaming and 
we will all travel tomorrow.

Stay safe and healthy!



May 2020 | MeeTurkey | 5 

26

42

24

43

44

IN THIS ISSUE

Contents

Advertisement Index

Newsline Turkey ............................................................6
Inbrief ............................................................................ 11 
Newsline World .......................................................... 12
Meet at Exhibition ..................................................... 24
Cover Story .................................................................. 26
Meet at Festival .......................................................... 42 
Fame & Game .............................................................. 43
Fly & Sail ........................................................................ 44
Destinations ................................................................ 46

WOW Istanbul .............................. Inside Front Cover
Charming Cambodia Travel & Tours.......................3
Akut ................................................................................ 49
IKSV ................................................................................. 51
Istanbul Modern ....................................... Back Cover



6 | MeeTurkey | May 2020

NEWSLINE TURKEY
Turkey Closes Borders, Stops Flights, Restricts Travel amid 

Coronavirus

The 2019–20 coronavirus pandemic was confirmed to have reached Turkey 
in March 2020, with the first case being officially confirmed on 11 March 
2020. As of 1 May 2020, the total number of confirmed total cases in the 
country is over 122,400, of which 53,800 have recovered and 3,300 have 
died.

The first death due to COVID-19 in 
the country occurred on 15 March 
2020 and by 1 April it was confirmed 
that COVID-19 had spread all over 
Turkey. On 19 April, the number 
of confirmed total cases in Turkey 
surpassed those of Iran, making it 
the most affected country in terms 

of cases in the Middle East. Turkey also surpassed China in confirmed total 
cases on 20 April.

On 13 March, Turkey announced its decision to stop all flights to and from 
Germany, France, Spain, Norway, Denmark, Belgium, Sweden, Austria 
and the Netherlands. On 15 March, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism 
announced that all libraries in Turkey would be closed. The Ministry of 
the Interior announced that pavilions, discotheques, bars and night clubs 
would be closed temporarily starting from 16 March. On 16 March, the 
Turkish Directorate of Religious Affairs announced a nationwide ban 
on prayer gatherings in mosques, including Friday prayers, due to the 
pandemic. Later that day, the Ministry of the Interior also sent a notice 
on coronavirus precautions to the 81 provinces of Turkey, temporarily 
closing all public gathering places such as cafes, gyms, Internet cafés and 
movie theaters, except shops and restaurants not offering music, starting 
midnight the following day. Health Minister Fahrettin Koca announced that 
Egypt, Ireland, Switzerland, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and the UK were added 
to the list of countries for which the flight ban was imposed.

On 20 March, through a presidential statement, it was announced that 
all kinds of scientific, cultural, and artistic meetings or activities were 
postponed. On 21 March, barber shops, hair dressers and beauty parlours 
were closed. The Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry banned barbecuing 
in gardens, parks and promenades. The Ministry of Transport and 
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Infrastructure announced that flights to 46 more countries had stopped, 
thereby cutting air transport with 68 countries in total. The Ministry of 
the Interior announced a total curfew for those who are over the age 65 
or chronically ill. The announcement further stated that starting from 
midnight, restaurants, dining places and patisseries were to be closed to 
the public for dining in, and were only allowed to offer home delivery and 
take-away. Additionally, free public transportation for people over 65 was 
temporarily suspended in Ankara, Antalya and İzmir.

President Erdogan announced on March 27 
that all international flights had been halted 
and intercity travel would be conducted 
with the permission of the governorships. 
He also said vehicle entry and exit to 30 
metropolitan cities including the Black Sea 
province of Zonguldak were stopped on 
April 3.

On 3 April 2020, President Erdoğan announced a 15-day entry ban to 
the 30 provinces with metropolitan status as well as Zonguldak. lso, the 
curfew was extended to people younger than 20 years old. Using masks 
in public places became mandatory. In the late hours of 10 April, through 
an order issued by the Ministry of the Interior, curfews were declared for 
the upcoming weekend in the 30 provinces with metropolitan status and 
Zonguldak. On 13 April, President Erdoğan announced in an address that 
until further notice such curfews would be in force also during subsequent 
weekends.

Turkey prepares for domestic tourism

Turkey’s tourism season is expected to postpone until after-May period due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Turkish Culture and Tourism Minister Mehmet 
Nuri Ersoy said that if we don’t face new problems in the course of events, 
domestic [tourism] traffic will start at the end of May. The tourism season 
will open with controlled domestic flights.

“We have set a certification board and we 
have determined the rules of the hospitality 
sector. It’s a whole set of detailed rules. We 
are in contact with the accomodation facility 
managers,” he said.
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Tourism transportation vehicles as well as airports, hotels, restaurants 
will be sterilized while staff at tourism establishments will have to get 
pandemic training after undergoing health checks. There will be health 
staff and equipment, including thermal cameras.

Besides, health facilities and infrastructure, including intensive care units 
and ventilators, around tourism resorts will be mapped and documented 
for presentation to tour operators.

Hotels will not sell all-inclusive packages and all-you-can-eat open buffet 
will not be available. 

Turkey Announces Visa-Free Travel for 11 European Countries

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry announced that citizens of 11 European countries. 
Turkey has decided to exempt visa requirements for citizens of Austria, 
Belgium, the U.K. and Northern Ireland, Croatia, the Netherlands, Ireland, 
Spain, Malta, Norway, Poland and Portugal.

The exemption will be provided to 
countries for tourist travel and transit 
passage for 90-day visits once every 180 
days.

Turkish Foreign Ministry Spokesperson 
Hami Aksoy said that Turkey aims to 
advance tourism potential as well as 
developing commercial, economic and 
cultural relations with these countries.

Turkey’s Tourism Income Decreased in Q1 2020

Turkish Statistical Institute (TurkStat) announced Turkey’s tourism income 
for the first quarter of 2020. The country’s tourism income dropped 11.4% 
compared to the same period last year, amid worldwide travel restrictions 
due to the coronavirus outbreak. 

Turkey’s tourism income reached US$4 billion 101 million 206 thousand. 
While 80.6% of this income (excluding GSM roaming and marina service 
expenditures) was obtained from foreign visitors, 19.4% was obtained from 
citizens resident abroad.

Visitors organize their travel individually or with a package tour. While 
individual expenditures constituted US$3 billion 564 million 760 thousand 
of the total tourism income, US$536 million 445 thousand of tourism 
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income was obtained by package tour expenditures.

In this quarter, all expenditure types decreased compared to the same 
quarter of the previous year. Health expenditure decreased by 17.5%, 
accommodation expenditure decreased by 15.7% and international 
transport expenditure decreased by 12.1%.

In this quarter while the average 
expenditure per night of the 
foreigners who stayed overnight 
was $ 74, an average expenditure 
per night of Turkish citizens resident 
abroad was $ 59.

In this quarter number of departing 
visitors decreased by 15.1% 
compared to the same quarter of the previous year and declined to 5 
million 639 thousand 413 persons. While 82.2% of visitors were foreign with 
4 million 635 thousand 845 persons, 17.8% of them were Turkish citizens 
resident abroad with 1 million 3 thousand 568 persons.

The secondary purpose of visit was “visiting relatives and friends” with 
21.7% and the third was “shopping” with 7.2%.

Turkish citizens resident abroad visited mostly for “visiting relatives and 
friends” with 66.8%.

Tourism expenditure which is the expenditure of the Turkish citizens 
resident in Turkey and visited abroad decreased by 25.6% compared 
to the same quarter of the previous year and declined to $ 793 million 
491 thousand. While $ 652 million 32 thousand of total expenditures 
were individual expenditures, $ 141 million 459 thousand of tourism 
expenditures were package tour expenditures.

Reges, a Luxury Collection Resort & Spa, Çeşme Reopens for the 
New Season

Reges, a Luxury Collection Resort & Spa, Çeşme in Turkey owned by Reges 
Turizm Inşaat A.Ş. and a part of Marriott International Hotel Group reopens 
for the new season on 15th of May 2020.

Perfectly perched along the turquoise waters of Aegean Sea, Reges, 
a Luxury Collection Resort & Spa, Cesme fuses coastal luxury with the 
region’s rich cultural legacy. Curved around an idyllic natural cove and 
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bathed in sunshine for more than 300 days of the year, the resort is spread 
across two kilometres of Cesme’s Boyalik Bay offering outdoor recreation 
and restorative relaxation activities suitable for adventure, leisure or 
exploration.

The idyllic private beach, the glistening outdoor pools including one 
heated infinity pool nestled in the natural gardens of resort grounds and 
the airy cabanas artfully-placed around two turquoise swimming pools 
offer an unforgettable summer escape in the glowing Aegean sun and 
scenery at Reges.

With floor-to-ceiling windows and 
private balconies, Reges Cesme’s 
104 rooms perfectly frame sapphire-
hued views of the Aegean Sea. 
Inspired by the surrounding lush 
nature, the guestroom design 
features gold-dipped leaves, 
peacock feathers and jacquard 

patterning, with splashes of turquoise energizing the neutral colour 
palette. Crafted from locally-sourced marble, the sleek en-suite bathrooms 
combine traditional elements of fretwork and gold fixtures, with modern 
indulgences such as rainfall showers and signature Byredo products. State-
of-the-art technology has been integrated discreetly, from ultra-modern 
flat-screen TVs to intuitive systems which personalise temperature and 
lighting preferences – reinforcing the hotel’s commitment to an unmatched 
level of service.

Safran fuses ingredients and techniques from across the continents, serving 
inimitable mezze dishes, bursting with local and seasonal flavours at the 
heart of its menu. The pan-Asian kitchen, Hemera, dedicated to the region’s 
best seafood, is a showcase of gastronomic flair. Both restaurants use 
regional produce to enhance every dish, from seasoning with herbs grown 
on-site to the inclusion of mastic gum, indigenous to Çeşme.

Spa Reges spans over 1,400 square metres and takes an indulgent-yet-
authentic approach to healing.  A menu of signature treatments has been 
developed through extensive research into regional rituals and wellbeing. 
The spa’s six treatment rooms are further complemented by a traditional 
Turkish Hammam, sauna and steam room. For those looking to stay active, 
there is a 24/7 fitness suite with cutting-edge Technogym® equipment.



Savaş Türkay named Hotel Manager at 
Divan Bodrum.

Mehmet Burhan Görgü appointed 
Antalya DoubleTree by Hilton as General 
Manager.

Didem Karhan appointed Sisus Hotel in 
Çeşme as General Manager.

İlter Türkmenoğlu named General 
Manager of Hilton Mall of İstanbul.

SunExpress announced Max Kownatzki as 
its new CEO.

INBRIEF
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Turkish Airlines Extends Flight Suspension
Turkey’s national flag carrier Turkish Airlines announced a further extension 
of flight suspension for both domestic and international routes until May 
28, 2020.
Turkish Airlines (THY) said that all 
flights have been suspended until May 
28, 2020 in order to protect public 
health against the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.
THY will resume domestic flights in 
June and reintroduce international 
flights gradually. According to the 
three-month flight plan, starting in 
June, Turkish Airlines will fly to 22 
destinations in 19 countries, including Canada, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan, 
Japan, China, South Korea, Singapore, Denmark, Sweden, Germany, 
Norway, Austria, the Netherlands, Belgium, Belarus, Israel, Kuwait, Georgia, 
and Lebanon, with a weekly frequency of 75 flights.
The airline is projected to operate 60% of domestic flights to all 
destinations, then to add destinations in July and August. 

Turkey Hopes to Welcome Foreign Tourists Starting from July

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, Culture and Tourism Minister 
Mehmet Nuri Ersoy, and representatives from the industry are discussing 
how to lure travelers from  U.K, Russia and Germany to Turkey as the 
government anticipates a revival in tourism activities in July.
Çavuşoğlu said that he had been 
in constant contact with his British, 
German and Russian counterparts 
to inform them about Turkey’s fight 
against the pandemic and its success 
regarding the steps taken towards 
the normalization.
Ministers foresee that restrictions on 
flights and inter-city bus services will 
be eased, measures will be taken to 
prevent excessive price hikes at tour-
ism facilities and hygiene rules will 
be strictly observed at airports and 
tourism venues.
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Arabian Travel Market Moved to 2021

In light of the changing global situation relating to the COVID-19 virus, 
Reed Travel Exhibitions announced to the postponement of this year’s 
Arabian Travel Market to 16th to 19th May 2021, at the Dubai World Trade 
Centre.

Reed Travel Exhibitions released 
the following statement, “We have 
continued to monitor the impact of 
COVID-19 virus is having not just on 
our industry, but on society in general. 
Many meetings took place with the 
Dubai World Trade Centre and we 
reviewed other options to organise an 
event in the last quarter. However, after 
consultation with our key stakeholders and after listening to our industry, 
ultimately it became apparent that the best course of action, and with 
everyone’s best interests in mind, is to postpone the event to 2021.

Therefore, Arabian Travel Market will now be held at the Dubai World Trade 
Centre on 16-19 May 2021, following the holy month of Ramadan and the 
Eid Al Fitr celebrations.

Decisions like this are never taken lightly. Discussions took place at 
the highest level both internally and externally with local and federal 
government, partners, sponsors, exhibitors, and attendees who all 
endorsed our evaluation of the current situation and our decision to act 
once again, without delay. 

We appreciate that this is disappointing news, however everyone’s health 
and safety is our top priority.  We are fully aware of the important role that 
ATM plays for industry professionals right across the Middle East region 
and beyond, and we believe it is our responsibility to deliver a safe and 
successful event when we are able to do so.

The live show will be rescheduled to 2021, but until then we’ll keep you 
connected. We are firmly focused on delivering positive business and 
networking opportunities to the Middle East’s vast travel and tourism 
community and as such are excited to announce that we will be running 
an ATM Virtual Event from 1-3 June 2020.  Join webinars, live conference 
sessions, speed networking events, one-on-one meetings, plus so much 
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more keeping the conversations going and delivering new connections 
and business opportunities online.  We will be in touch with you separately 
on details on how to take part.

In the meantime, we will try to do our utmost to support you all in 
preparation for the show in 2021.

Once again, we would like to thank each and every one of you for 
your continued patience and ongoing support and we look forward to 
welcoming you to Arabian Travel Market in 2021, which we believe will 
coincide with our industry, well on its way towards full recovery.”

IMEX Launches New Online Experience – PlanetIMEX

Since IMEX in Frankfurt was canceled due to COVID-19, the IMEX team have 
created a brand-new virtual experience, due to launch 6 May and run for 
several months. PlanetIMEX has been designed as a destination in its own 
right and will feature 3D, interactive islands, each created using principles 
borrowed from the world of online gaming. 

Visitors to PlanetIMEX will be granted unlimited, free access to a variety of 
content and activities on three islands: A beach-themed Community Island; 
A forest-inspired Education Island and a Networking Island characterised by 
canyons, mountains and valleys.  

Although the execution is light-hearted, each island has a serious purpose. 
The intention is to keep the spirit of IMEX alive by allowing visitors to 
explore, reconnect, talk future business and continue learning in the 
company of friends and colleagues from the global business events 
community. 

Carina Bauer, IMEX Group CEO said, “We 
decided early on that we wanted to 
gift something back to the industry we 
love while continuing our commitment 
to providing high quality education, 
business and networking value. Rather 
than switch to a one-off online event, 
in true IMEX fashion we opted for 

innovation through transformation! Instinctively we looked to our Nature 
Talking Point for inspiration.

“PlanetIMEX is therefore a fresh and original concept with a visual charm 
that pays tribute to the exhibitors who always make our shows look 
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so appealing. We’ve combined education, community, and business 
introductions with wellbeing, including some old favourites such as 
#imexstillrunning. All of this takes place in a new ‘magical place and space’ 
which we hope the industry will appreciate and value. That said, like many 
others in our industry, this has been – and remains – a learning curve. We’ve 
jumped right in to try something new and we’re excited to learn, refine and 
enrich it over time.” 

PlanetIMEX goes live on 6 May when both Community Island and 
Education Island open to industry visitors. Education programming 
starts on EduMonday 11 May with a day of education and interactive 
content, starting with a keynote by Guy Bigwood, Managing Director of 
the Global Destination Sustainability Index. Bigwood is also the lead on 
the IMEX Nature Talking Point research, supported exclusively by Marriott 
International, and set to be launched later this year.  

Tuesday 12 May will be IMEX Community Day, with content delivered by a 
range of IMEX’s association and other partners. It will also include the IMEX-
MPI Future Leaders Forum. 

On Thursday 14 May IMEX Introductions will encourage industry buyers 
and suppliers to explore potential new business relationships and spark up 
one-to-one conversations.

The following week on Monday 18 May, PlanetIMEX will provide 
specialist content aimed at specific buyer communities, including a new 
interpretation of Exclusively Corporate, the Agency Directors Forum and 
Association Focus.  

The education platform on PlanetIMEX has been generously designed and 
developed by sponsors, Cvent.

Las Vegas to Host IPW in 2021

U.S. Travel Association which announced the cancellation of its 2020 edition 
of IPW, the leading international inbound travel trade show, reveals new 
cities and dates for 2021 and 2022. Las Vegas will now welcome IPW May 
10-14 of 2021, and Chicago, which had been slated for 2021, has graciously 
agreed to serve as our host site in 2025.

Malcolm Smith, General Manager, IPW said, “We greatly appreciate the 
flexibility of our upcoming host cities. Other scheduled locations for 
IPW (Orlando in 2022, San Antonio in 2023, Los Angeles in 2024) remain 
unchanged.”
14 | MeeTurkey | May 2020



“When we meet next May, we’ll be convening 
in the newly constructed West Hall of the Las 
Vegas Convention Center following its major 
expansion. 

It’s difficult to express how much U.S. Travel, 
together with premier sponsor Brand USA 
and our hosts, Las Vegas Convention and 
Visitors Authority and Travel Nevada, look forward to welcoming the 
global travel community next year. It will be a moment of rebuilding and 
reconnecting—and there will be much work to do coupled with much 
excitement when we’re together again,” added Smith.

“This is incredibly welcome good news amid the serious challenges facing 
the travel industry, the country and the world,” said U.S. Travel Association 
President and CEO Roger Dow. “Cancelling this year’s IPW was a difficult 
though clearly necessary call, and our future host cities came together to 
achieve a win-win outcome for the future of the event.”

Dow continued: “As we look to recover from this health emergency and the 
resulting economic crisis, it is fitting that we will be able to hold IPW in Las 
Vegas, a city that epitomizes the economic power of travel and tourism. We 
are deeply grateful to Chicago, which had one of the most successful IPWs 
in recent memory as a first-time host in 2014, for their flexibility, generosity 
and collaborative spirit.”

SITE Announces New Dates for its Incentive Summits  
in Europe and Americas

The Society for Incentive Travel Excellence (SITE) announced rescheduled 
dates for Incentive Summit Europe (ISE) and Incentive Summit Americas 
(ISA) following the postponement of both events due to Covid-19.

Incentive Summit Europe will now take place at the InterContinental, 
Davos, Switzerland December 10-
13, 2020, while Incentive Summit 
Americas will happen later in 2020, 
with final dates still to be confirmed.

Writing to members of SITE, Jenn 
Glynn, CIS, CITP, President of SITE and 
Managing Partner Meeting Encore, 
Ltd. and Intuitive Conferences + 
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Events, Inc. stated: “I don’t think it will come as a surprise to learn that, with 
great regret, we’ve been forced to postpone the much anticipated ISE and 
ISA. Despite our earlier optimistic intent, the serious and severe escalation 
of the virus globally has left us with no alternative.”

Glynn also announced the launch of a new communications campaign 
aimed at providing SITE chapters and members with timely, relevant and 
actionable content during the Covid-19 crisis. Based on an unprecedented 
number of responses to a survey undertaken last week, the campaign will 
last, initially, for 12 weeks.

Said Glynn, “Our chapter leaders and members have given us a very clear 
indication of how, when and what to communicate at this time and have 
highlighted the following topics as priorities: contracts, best practice, 
alternative revenue sources, availability of government supports for SMEs 
[small and medium-sized enterprises] and uplifting, good news stories.”

CEO of SITE, Didier Scaillet, CIS, CITP added, “At this time, more than ever, 
our global SITE community must stay connected. SITE and our chapter 
network will act as the channel and catalyst for distribution of important 
content to inform and inspire, to provide insights and ideas. We are in 
totally unchartered waters but, together, we can navigate our way to shore 
and safety. We will achieve this by staying connected and ensuring a two-
way communication flow between us.”

Boutique by choice and intimate by design, SITE Incentive Summit Series 
convenes an elite group of incentive travel professionals for three days of 
networking, learning and destination immersion. Incentive Summit Europe 
will take place between December 10-13 in Davos, Switzerland. Incentive 
Summit Americas will happen later in 2020, with final dates still to be 
confirmed.

UNWTO: All Destinations Worldwide Now Have  
COVID-19-related Travel Restrictions

The COVID-19 pandemic has prompted all destinations worldwide to 
introduce restrictions on travel, according to new research by the World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO).

This represents the most severe restriction on international travel in history 
and no country has so far lifted restrictions introduced in response to the 
crisis.

Following up on previous research, the latest data from the United Nations 
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specialized agency for tourism shows that 100% of destinations now have 
restrictions in place. Of these, 83% have had COVID-19-related restrictions 
in place already for four or more weeks and, as of 20 April, so far no 
destination has lifted them.

UNWTO Secretary-General Zurab 
Pololikashvili said: “Tourism has shown 
its commitment to putting people 
first. Our sector can also lead the way 
in driving recovery. This research on 
global travel restrictions will help 
support the timely and responsible 
implementation of exit strategies, 
allowing destinations to ease or lift 
travel restrictions when it is safe to 
do so. This way, the social and economic benefits that tourism offers can 
return, providing a path to sustainable recovery for both individuals and 
whole countries.”

Tracking Restrictions by Time and Severity

As well as a general overview, the UNWTO research breaks down the type 
of travel restrictions that have been introduced by destinations in all of 
the global regions, while also plotting the evolution of these restrictions 
since 30 January – when the World Health Organization (WHO) declared 
COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of International Concern. The latest 
analysis shows that, of 217 destinations worldwide:

 ¡45% have totally or partially closed their borders for tourists - 
“Passengers are not allowed to enter”

 ¡30% have suspended totally or partially international flights - “all flights 
are suspended”

 ¡18% are banning the entry for passengers from specific countries of 
origin or passengers who have transited through specific destinations

 ¡7% are applying different measures, such as quarantine or self-isolation 
for 14 days and visa measures.

Against this backdrop, UNWTO has been leading calls for governments 
worldwide to commit to supporting tourism through this unprecedented 
challenge. According to Secretary-General Pololikashvili, the sudden and 
unexpected fall in tourism demand caused by COVID-19 places millions 
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of jobs and livelihoods at risk while at the same time jeopardising the 
advances made in sustainable development and equality over recent years. 

What “The New Normal” Will Look Like As We Start To Travel

The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) has outlined what the “new 
normal” will look like as countries begin to end their COVID-19 lockdowns 
and ease travel restrictions.

“Travelling in the New Normal” is part of WTTC’s plan which includes critical 
steps and coordinated actions, including new standards and protocols, 
which offer a safe and responsible 
road to recovery for the global Travel 
& Tourism sector as consumers start 
planning trips again.

For the last few weeks, WTTC, which 
represents the global Travel & Tourism 
private sector, has been marshalling 
the efforts of the private sector, 
sharing best practices from different 
regions around the world to work on 
the path forward.

Public-private collaboration between business and governments is vital to 
develop new health protocols which will form the travel experience and 
also provide people with strong reassurances when travelling.

WTTC says the sector will face a gradual return to travel over the coming 
months as a “new normal” emerges before a vaccine becomes available on 
a mass scale, large enough to inoculate billions of people.

Travel is likely to return first to domestic markets with staycations; then to 
a country’s nearest neighbours before expanding across regions, and then 
finally across continents to welcome the return of journeys to long-haul 
international destinations.

WTTC believes younger travellers in the 18-35 age group, who appear to be 
less vulnerable to COVID-19, may also be among the first to begin travelling 
once again.

Gloria Guevara, WTTC President & CEO, said: “It is vital for the survival of 
the Travel & Tourism sector that we work together and map out the road to 
recovery, through coordinated actions, and offer the reassurance people 
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need to begin travelling once again.

“We have learned from past experiences that when the protocols from 
private sector are taken into account and we have a coordinated approach 
the recovery timeframe is significantly reduced, so the private-public sector 
collaboration is crucial.

“We should avoid new, unnecessary procedures that create bottle necks 
and slow down the recovery. However, a quick and effective restart of travel 
will only happen if governments around the world agree to a common set 
of health protocols developed by the private sector, such as those we’ve 
outlined.

“These must provide the reassurance travellers and authorities need, using 
new technology, to offer hassle-free, pre-vaccine ‘new normal’ travel in the 
short term.”

The new protocols and standards are being defined following feedback 
and multiple conversations with WTTC Members, as well collaboration from 
associations who represent the different travel sectors.

This includes the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the Airport 
Council International (ACI), Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA), 
United States Travel Association (USTA), Pacific Asia Travel Association 
(PATA), International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) the European Travel 
Commission (ETC) and the World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO).

IATA, ACI and ICAO are pooling their crucial expertise and are working 
closely to define the best protocols to keep travellers and employees safe 
to enable the aviation sector to recover. The World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and other health experts have also contributed by providing their 
experience from various global medical crises.

To offer world-class cleanliness, improved hygiene standards and ensure 
guest safety, hotels are developing protocols based on learnings from 
offering free rooms to frontline healthcare workers during the COVID-19 
crisis.

There will be new protocols for check-in involving digital technology; hand 
sanitiser stations at frequent points including where luggage is stored; 
contactless payment instead of cash; using stairs more often than lifts 
where the 2 meter rule can be harder to maintain; and fitness equipment 
being moved for greater separation among other examples.
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Cruise operators will take further measures to ensure ships are free of 
COVID-19 including staff wearing gloves at all times which are then 
frequently changed; and more frequent room cleaning.

Travellers at airports will find 
themselves tested before they fly 
and upon arrival at their destination 
airport. They can expect to see social 
distancing measures at the airport 
and during boarding, as well as 
wearing masks while onboard.

Aircraft will also be subject to intensive cleansing regimes. These measures 
will be combined with contact-tracing, via mobile app, that will allow flights 
to leave airports COVID-19-free.

The protocols, which have been developed using experience from China’s 
initial recovery and from new successful standards used by retailers, will 
be fully announced in the next two weeks and shared with governments 
globally, so there is a coordinated approach to travelling within the 
COVID-19 world.

There are positive signs of the first green shoots of recovery. Research by 
travel data and analytics expert Cirium shows that over 30% of domestic 
capacity has returned to the Chinese aviation market in the last two 
months.

Domestic flights have also resumed in some countries, such as in Vietnam 
between Ho Chi Minh City and Saigon, with Vietnam recording relatively 
few coronavirus fatalities.

To speed up the global recovery WTTC will continue to work closely 
with the G20, EU, international organisations and governments around 
the world to help translate the new protocols into easily adopted public 
policies by each country while adhering to common global standards.

WTTC says the Travel & Tourism sector is now facing over 100 million job 
losses worldwide due to the coronavirus pandemic, at a cost of up to 
US$2.7 trillion of GDP.

In 2019, Travel & Tourism contributed 10.3% of Global GDP, was responsible 
for generating one in four of the world’s new jobs and, for nine successive 
years, had outpaced the growth of the global economy.
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Tianguis Turístico Moves to 2021

The Secretary of Tourism of Mexico, Miguel Torruco Marques, announced 
that the 45th edition of the Tianguis Turístico scheduled to take place in 
Merida, will be held in March 2021. Sectur will also be showcased on a new 
stage with the launch of the first Digital Tianguis Turístico, which will take 
place in September of this year.

Secretary Torruco Marques emphasized that 
due to Covid-19 the country has faced an 
unprecedented situation in modern history 
that affects everyone and has had serious 
repercussions in various areas. Beyond the health sector, the crisis has 
impacted all productive sectors, including tourism, a solid engine for 
development and prosperity.

“As a result of a long and careful process of analysis by the Organizing 
Committee and of a consensus with leaders and key actors from the 
tourism industry, today we announce that the 45th edition of  Tianguis 
Turístico has evolved into a new format in response to the new reality 
imposed by the global crisis of Covid-19. It has transformed into an 
innovative event with both a digital component and a live, in-person 
version that will be held on different dates,” he said.

The head of Sectur added that for the first time in its history, the most 
important tourism event in Mexico will update its format to meet six 
objectives:

 ¡ Protect the health of all Mexicans and participants of Tianguis Turístico.

 ¡ Promptly reactivate tourism in the country.

 ¡ Empathize and support an industry that has been financially affected.

 ¡ Further evolve and innovate Tianguis Turistico, in alignment with the 
latest trends in the meetings segment.

 ¡ To be an edition of Tianguis Turístico that is inclusive, a first for the show.

 ¡ The continuation of an event that belongs to all of us, one that we 
should preserve as an important institution that represents us all.

“These are the objectives we will seek to meet, therefore, we introduce the 
first Digital Tianguis Turístico in September, which will culminate at the 45th 
edition of the Tianguis Turístico in the state of Yucatán, from March 21 to 24, 
2021,” he said.
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Sectur will continue to develop strategies and actions such as the second 
edition of the Tianguis Turístico de Pueblos Mágicos 2020, which will take 
place in the city of San Luis Potosí from November 26 to 29. He added that 
this meeting seeks to promote the tourism packages of the 121 Magical 
Towns of the country, consolidating it as an engine to boost domestic 
tourism and the reactivation of the tourism value chain, especially as it is 
expected that road trips and visits to nearby places will be the first to be 
considered travelers.

“I want to recognize the Yucatan state government, led by my good friend 
Mauricio Vila Dosal, for the effort and investment they have dedicated 
to organize the 45th edition of Tianguis Turistico that has now been 
rescheduled for March 21-24, 2021 in Merida,” he added.

Yucatan Governor, Mauricio Vila Dosal said, 
“We see the economic crisis the world is going 
through is changing many things, but we also 
believe this is an opportunity to reinvent tourism. 
There is no time to waste. Therefore, we will 
launch Tianguis via two venues: a digital platform 
in September and one in-person in Yucatan in March of 2021.

Tianguis 360 aims to strategically reactive our industry so we can send 
a strong message to Mexico and the world in September that we are 
resuming our agenda and propelling our tourism offering with even more 
strength, so that come March of 2021 we can give our plans and strategies 
continuity when we meet again in Yucatan in person.

I know the members of Yucatan’s tourism industry well and I am confident 
we will pull through. This is why we will innovate with the new version 
of Digital Tianguis Turistico in September and we will use all of our 
organizational and innovation capabilities, adding to the distinctive 
leadership of the tourism companies during this complex situation. Yucatan 
accepts the challenge of successfully organizing the first Tianguis Turistico 
360, an event that can aptly address the needs and possibilities of an 
industry eager to be supported and in need of an economic reactivation 
strategy in this new reality.

We are ready to meet again and get to work, both in the digital version in 
September and in person in March of 2021, when it will be our pleasure 
to host you, and together we will begin a new chapter in the history of 
tourism, the development of our state and our country, working hand-in-
hand to overcome this together.”
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WTTC Estimates Over 100 Million Jobs Losses

The Travel & Tourism sector faces a staggering 100 million jobs losses due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, according to the World Travel & Tourism Council 
(WTTC). The startling figure, based on research from WTTC, has increased 
by over 30% in the last four weeks, indicating the sheer crisis affecting the 
sector. WTTC has alerted G20 Tourism Ministers to the extent of the crisis, as 
they gathered by virtual conference earlier today. Of the 100.8 million jobs 
at risk, almost 75 million of them are in G20 countries.

WTTC analysis also shows a sharp escalation in the economic loss to the 
world economy, up to US$2.7 trillion of GDP, from US$2.1 trillion just a 
month ago. The punishing impact of the COVID-19 crisis has led to over one 
million jobs already being lost every day.

Gloria Guevara, WTTC President & CEO, said: “This is a staggering and 
deeply worrying change in such a short time. In just the last month alone, 
our research shows an increase of 25 million in the number of job losses 
in Travel & Tourism. The whole cycle of tourism is being wiped out by the 
pandemic. We have alerted the G20 Tourism Ministers, meeting today, to 
the extent of the crisis and advised on how governments need to step in 
swiftly to support and protect our sector. Travel & Tourism is the backbone 
of the global economy. Without it, global economies will struggle to 
recover in any meaningful way and hundreds of millions of people will 
suffer enormous financial and mental damage for years to come.”

Scale of the Crisis - WTTC Analysis

  Potential Total Job losses Total GDP Loss
  (millions) (US$billion)
Asia -63.4 -1,041.0
Europe -13.0 -708.5
Africa -7.6 -52.8
Americas -14.1 -790.9
North America -8.2 -680.7
Latin America -4.7 -83.8
Caribbean -1.2 -26.4

Middle East -2.6 -96.2
World -100.8 -2,689.4

US$billion figures are based on 2019 prices and exchange rates 
Travel & Tourism contributes 10.3% of Global GDP, is responsible for 
generating one in four of the world’s new jobs, and for nine successive 
years, has outpaced the growth of the global economy.
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World Travel Market reschedules global trade shows

Reed Travel Exhibitions has rescheduled the dates for the three spring 
global trade shows in its WTM Portfolio: WTM Latin America, Arabian Travel 
Market (ATM) and Africa Travel Week, which comprises of WTM Africa and 
International Luxury Travel Market Africa. The original dates of the events 
have had to be changed in response to the escalation of COVID-19.

Firstly, ATM has been rescheduled from 19-22 April 2020 at Dubai World 
Trade Centre, UAE, to the new date of 16 – 19 May 2021 at the same venue.

Danielle Curtis, Exhibition Director ME, Arabian Travel Market (ATM), said: 
“We at Arabian Travel Market want to express our concern for everyone 
impacted by the coronavirus. “We are fully aware of the important role that 
ATM plays for industry professionals across the Middle East region and 
beyond. We are grateful for the full endorsement that we have received 
from our customers and partners, who assisted in helping us reach our 
decision and agreed the 2020 event should be rescheduled.

“In the meantime, while the physical show will be rescheduled to 2021, we 
will keep the industry connected by hosting an ATM Virtual Event from 1-3 
June 2020 featuring a series of webinars, live conference sessions, speed 
networking events, one-on-one meetings and much more.”

WTM Latin America 2020, which was due to take place from 31 March-2 
April, will now be held from 20-22 October 2020 at the same venue, Expo 
Center Norte, in São Paulo.

Luciane Leite, Director WTM Latin America, said: “We appreciate the hard 
work that goes into the planning and preparations that our partners and 
exhibitors prepare for the event and we have to unite in this challenging 
period. These are difficult times, but I am sure that together we will emerge 
stronger from this situation.”

Meanwhile, Africa Travel Week, which comprises of WTM Africa and 
International Luxury Travel Market Africa, had been scheduled to take place 
from 2-8 April this year, will now be postponed until 2021 at the Cape Town 
International Convention Centre.

Carol Weaving, Managing Director of Reed Exhibitions Africa, said: “Due 
to the uncertainty in the region and around the world, with many of our 
clients facing company travel bans, we have decided to postpone the event 
to 2021. Our thoughts are with all those affected in these difficult times.”

MEET AT EXHIBITION
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Megan Oberholzer, Portfolio Director for Africa Travel Week, added: “We 
would like to thank the industry for their support in these unprecedented 
times.”

Claude Blanc, WTM Portfolio Director, said: “We are constantly reviewing 
the situation around COVID-19 and the impact on our events in line 
with local and national government and public health advice and World 
Health Organization guidelines. Our policies reflect those of the country 
governments in which our events take place.

“There has never been a more crucial time for the travel industry to work 
together and our newly scheduled shows promise to be the quality 
business events that exhibitors and visitors have come to expect – just a 
little later in the year.”

“We will meet at WTM events in the future. Until that time comes, WTM 
Portfolio has launched a new online portal called WTM Global Hub, to 
connect and support the travel industry professionals around the world. 
WTM Global Hub will keep you informed, inspired and connected.”

Visitor registration remains valid for the new event dates and anyone 
who has booked travel and/or hotel accommodation should contact their 
respective tour operator, airline and hotel they booked with.
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COVER STORY

Adana is one of the most beautiful cities of the Mediterranean and 
particularly well-known for its cuisine Adana has a variety of cultural 
and historical values worth exploring.

Adana, the fifth largest city of Turkey, was founded by the Luvi Kingdom 
connected to the Hittites in 2000 BC. The home of ten great civilizations 
Adana is home to both traditional and modern structures.

Located by the amazingly beautiful Seyhan River in Çukurova region, which 
is situated south of the Taurus Mountains and well known for its cotton 
fields, Adana has a mild Mediterranean climate. While summers are hot and 
dry in Adana winters are mild and rainy.

The land of numerous monuments 
from antiquity to the present, Adana 
welcomes tourists any time of the year. 
Adana is one of the important cities 
of the Antique Cilician Region. It’s the 
cradle of many civilizations from Hittites 
to Ottomans. 

Mustafa Kemal, Fevzi Bey (Çakmak) and the members of the Parliament 
came to Pozantı and made here province and they held the Congress of 
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Pozantı. On November 1920, the French were defeated, and the French 
Government officially accepted TBMM (Turkish Grand National Assembly) 
Government. On 20th October 1921 the “Ankara Agreement” was signed 
with the French. According to this agreement, the French left Çukurova 
completely on 5th January 1992. The city center has been moved to Adana 
since that date again.

Adana has been founded on the 
side of Seyhan River which comes 
out from Taurus Mountains and 
disembogues to Mediterranean by 
performing meanders on the plain. 
According to the archeological and 
ethnographical research studies, 
this region has thousands of years 
of history. On a Hittite tablet written 

in around 1650 BC, the Adana region (Çukurova) is referred as Uru Adania 
– town of Adana. Adana is a place with a very long, colorful and interesting 
history and where history lives hand in hand with nature. 
Adana is in the Mediterranean Region of Turkey and its neighbors are 
Kayseri in the north, Osmaniye and Kahramanmaraş in the east, Niğde and 
Mersin in the west and Hatay in the southeast. Adana has two different 
geographical structures, the lowlands and the mountainous area.

Adana’s northwest, north 
and northeast regions are 
surrounded by the Middle Taurus 
Mountains. These mountains 
are the Bolkar, the Aladağlar, the 
Tahtalı Mountains and Binboğa 
Mountains.

The Çukurova Region, also known 
as the Adana Lowland, is the 
largest delta lowland of Turkey. 
It was formed by the alluviums 
carried by the Seyhan, Ceyhan Rivers and the Berdan (Tarsus) Streamlet. The 
climate of the region, which is under the influence of the Mediterranean 
climate, differs in the mountainous areas. Generally, the summer is hot and 
dry and the winter is warm and rainy.
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The Çukurova Region is very rich in terms of wildlife because the climate, 
the flora and the natural life is suitable. So hunting tourism is important in 
this area. It has been the hunting grounds of many kings, sultans and lords 
for thousands of years. The francolin bird, which is unique to Çukurova and 
has many songs called after it is one the most important animals of this 
region and is under protection.

Some of the animals that live in this 
region are Black francolin (Francolinus 
francolinus),  Wild Goats (Capra 
aegagrus), Fallow Deer (Dama dama), 
Wolf (Canis lupus), Jackals (Canis 
aureus), Foxes (Vulpes vulpes), Hynas 
(Hyaena hyaena), Rabbits (Lepus 
europeus), Waesels (Mustela erminea), 
Badgers (Meles meles), Wild Boars (Sus 
sefora), Lynxes (Lynx lynx), Squirrels (Sciuru vulgaris), Porcupines  (Srinaceus 
europaeus), Hystirsx (Hystirsx cristata), Turtels (Testudinata), Ducks 
(Anatidae), Quails (Conturnix conturnix), Coot (Fulica atra), Woodcocks 

(Scolopaxrusticola), Doves (Folconidae), Chukar 
partridge (Alectoris chukar), Owls (Strigidae), 
Chaffinches (Fringillidae), Sparrows (Passerioae), 
Starlings (Sturmidae) and Crows (Corurdea). 
Taurus Mountains are one of the most important 
regions in our country in terms of bird watching 
(ornithology). The Karataş- Akyatan Lake is 
under protection as a water birds nesting and 

protection area. Wild goats (Capra aregagrus) and wild boars (Sus sefora) 
can be hunted at the Pozantı- Mountain and Demirkazık Mountain hunting 
grounds.

How to go

Adana can be reached via motorway, railway, airlines and the seaway. 
Çukurova has had a busy traffic for thousands of years as it is on the 
route connecting Europe to the Middle East and is on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

Also, today, there is a busy traffic on the E-90 highway which is connecting 
Europe to the Middle East, railway and the airport that is open to 
international flights. 
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What to eat

Çukurova has a rich cuisine. The reason of 
this richness is that is has been under the 
influenceof various cultures and that they 
have combined these tastes with their own 
dishes.

Adana Kebab, sarma (filled vine leaves),  içli 
köfte (bulgur balls filled with minced meat), 
çiğköfte (bulgur and raw-meat balls), yüksük çorbası (pasta soup) and beyti 
(kebab with garlic).Local drinks are şalgam (turnip juice), aşlama (liquorice 
juice) and ayran (yoghurt drink).

Taşkadayıf (fried sweet pastry filled with walnuts), nemse (sweet pastry), 
karakuş (baked sweet pastry filled with walnuts), bicibici and halka tatlı 
(fried pastry) are some of desserts.

What to see 

Adana, which has about 160km coast 
along the Mediterranean, has been located 
on the important transportation roads 
which connect Europe to Asia since the 
ancient ages. Adana is a city founded 
on the Seyhan River in Çukurova Region 
which is located at the south of the Taurus. 
The Seyhan River, which flows by dividing 
city center from the north to the south, 
disembogues to Mediterranean.

The plateaus, which have been watered by the Seyhan and Ceyhan Rivers, 
are very fertile. Because of these characteristics, a lot of civilizations have 
lived in this region from the past till today. Besides, Karataş and Yumurtalık 
towns, which are located along our coasts, are antique towns; they are still 
the important historic and sea tourism centers of our city.

Stone Bridge

It’s over the Seyhan River; it was commissioned by Roman Emperor 
Hadrianus in the 4thcentury (385). It was an important bridge between 
Europe and Asia for centuries. Harun al-Rashid (766-809) connected it to 
Adana Castle with some additions. At the beginning of the 9th century, 
it was made repaired by Memun, who was Harun al-Rashid’s son and the 
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7th Abbasid Caliph. It was also repaired by Ahmed II 
(1713), Kel Hasan Pasha (1847) and the Governor of 
Adana Province Ziya Pasha (1789) at different times. 
The epigraphs of these three repairing are present 
today. The last repairing was performed in 1949. It is 
319 m in length and 13 m in height. 14 of 21 arches 
are still standing. Two lion relieves can be seen on the 
big arch in the middle. It is known that it is the oldest 
bridge of the world which is still in use.

The Grand Clock Tower   

It is located on the street of Ali Münif. Its construction 
was started by the Governor Ziya Pasha in 1881. The Governor Abidin Pasha 
had it completed in 1882. The tower was built with the shaped stones.

Bahri Pasha Fountain  

It is one of the monuments erected in many Ottoman provinces to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of Abdülhamid II’s ascension to the 
throne, in 1901. The fountain was named after Bahri Pasha, Governor of 
Adana at that time. The fountain in Kuruköprü square was demolished in 
1952 by the municipality due to road widening. In the years of 1991- 1992 
the fountain was restored within the scope of a campaign called ‘’Respect 
to Cultural Assets’’ and built by the Governorship of Adana by performing 
re-designing project by architect Zeynep Çavuşoğlu. Its former place was 
no more available; therefore the fountain was constructed on the Atatürk 
Park.

The Grand Mosque 

Halil Bey had it constructed in the period 
of Ramadanid Principality in 1507. It was 
enlarged with an extra building addition in 
1541. Halil Bey’s Tomb is here. 

The Grand Mosque was constructed with 
the shaped stones. The monumental portal, which has an epitaph with a 
thuluth line on, is muqarnas ornamented and oyster niched. The minaret 
next to portal with eight corners is an interesting sample of its time.

Museum Complex 

The museum was established in 1924 soon after proclamation of the 
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Republic, because Adana, which has hosted 
many civilizations in the fertile plains in the 
historical process, has a rich history and cultural 
heritage. The museum was opened as a regional 
museum; therefore it is one of the ten oldest 
museums of Turkey. The museum, which was 
moved to its present location in 1972, is one 

of the few museums of Turkey in terms of the number of artifacts. As the 
existing Museum does not meet the needs, National Textile Factory has 
been determined as the area of “New Adana Museum”. It will be built on an 
area of 68 acres and it will be the largest museum of Turkey and the Middle 
East.

Museums of Industry, Ethnography, Agriculture, Children and City will 
be included in New Adana Museum Complex, besides Archaeological 
Museum. Libraries, theaters, game rooms, cafeteria and movie theaters 
will be located in the area to serve as a Museum Complex which is living, 
and keeps alive, and teaches. The museum will serve worthily to the 21st 
century and Adana and in a decent manner with the modern museum 
understanding.

The Atatürk Museum of Science and Culture 

The museum building is one of the traditional houses of Adana which were 
built in the 19th century on the Seyhan Street. Atatürk stayed here with his 
wife Latife Hanım during his visit on 15th March, 
1923. It was converted into a museum in 1981.

Tepebağ Houses  

Although many of the old Adana houses 
were collapsed, some of them have still been 
standing. These houses are the synthesis of 
general characteristics which can be seen in the 
plans of Turkish houses and the special characteristics of the Mediterranean 
Region. Houses’ eaves are large, facades are corbelled and oriel windowed, 
windows are rectangular and louvered and doors are arched.

Tepebağ is the oldest district of Adana. Sarıyakup, Alidede, Türkocağı are 
some of the other old districts. When these historical districts are visited, 
Yağ Mosque (1501), Hasanağa Mosque (1558), Alidede Mosque (1704), 
Irmak Bath (1600), Yeni Bath (1724), Sheikh Zilfo Mosque (1844), Alemdar 
Mosque (1748), Ağca Masjid (1409), Kemeraltı Mosque (1548), Yeni Mosque 
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(1724), Yeşil (Green) Masjid (1734) and the Stone Bridge (385), which is the 
oldest one in use in the world, draw attention. 

Ramazanoğlu Mansion

The Mansion was commissioned by 
Ramazanoğlu Halil Bey in 1495. Parts, 
“Selamlık” where the government 
affairs were held and “Haremlik” where 
the family lived in it, have still been 
standing. There is also a terrace with a 
swimming pool upstairs.

Ramazanoğlu Bazaar

Ramazanoğlu Bazaar which has been used as a trade center since the 
16th century is located in the Ramazanoğlu Complex (külliye). During the 
Ottoman period, there were inns, workshops and the shops where the 
special goods were sold and which were called as “trap” surrounded at 
three sides and the front side was open. But today, there are two covered 
bazaars (bedesten), Çarşı Bath and Gön Inn whose portals have still been 
standing.

Yağ Mosque ( Old or Oil Mosque)

It is a Crusade Church that was built on 
behalf of Saint Jacque. It was converted 
into a mosque by Ramazanoğlu Halil 
Bey in 1501. The mosque has a simple 
architectural structure. Its crown gate is 
monumental. The building is low arched, 
muqarnas ornamented and shielded. There is an epitaph with a thuluth line 
on it. It took this name because erstwhile an oil bazaar was established in 
front of it.

Bebekli Church  

It is an Italian Catholic Church which was 
built in Tepebağ during 1880s on behalf 
of Saint Paul. There is a statue of Mother 
Mary, 2.5 meters tall and made of bronze, 
on the top of the church. Because this 
statue looks like a baby, it was named 
“Bebekli Church” (the Church with Baby)”.
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Hasanağa Mosque

It’s behind Yağ Mosque in Aliağa District. It was built with domed and 
shaped stones in 1558. The mosque is in two sections covered with three 
domes carried by four round columns. 

Sabancı Central Mosque

Sabancı Central Mosque is the largest 
mosque of Turkey and the Middle East. 
The mosque, which was opened in 1998, 
has a main dome which is 32 meters in 
diameter. The project architect of the 
Mosque is Necip Dinç.

The mosque for 20,000 people is spread over 6600 square meters with last 
made praying area (28,000 people with the arrangement of open space); it 
sits on 9 elephant feet columns. It was built in the style of classical Ottoman 
architecture. It is similar to the Selimiye Mosque in terms of plan and the 
interior; it is similar to Sultan Ahmed Mosque as general view.

It has got 4 half-domes, 5 domes and 6 minarets; these refer to 4 caliphs 
and 4 denominations, 5 Pillars of Islam, 6 Pillars of Iman (Faith). Main dome 
of 32 meters in diameter refers to 32 religious obligations, 28 domes in the 
courtyard refer to 28 prophets mentioned in the Qur’an, 40 windows in 
the main dome refer to the age when Muhammad became a prophet and 
40-rakats prayer, 6 minarets of 99 m refer to 99 beautiful names of Allah. 

The foundation of the mosque was laid on December 13, 1988. 65 
thousand square meters of land of the mosque was transferred to the 
Religious Foundation of Turkey by Metropolitan Municipality of Adana; 50% 
of the mosque was completed by public donations; the remaining 50% of 
it was met by Hacı Sabancı and after his death by Sabancı family. Therefore, 
its name that initially thought to be the Central Mosque was changed as 
Sabancı Central Mosque.

Where to visit

Misis

Misis, 27 km far from Adana, is on the 
historical road edge of Ceyhan River 
(Pyramos). The history of Misis starts with 
the Höyük (tumulus) and probably belongs 
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to the Neolithic period (6000 BC). It’s said that Misis was founded by 
Mopsos, one of the Troy heroes. It was captured by Hittites, Macedonians, 
Assyrians, Seleucids, it became an important centre during the periods of 
Roman and Byzantine. 

Afterward, it has been rebuilt since the 8th century AC and witnessed 
many wars. In Misis, which entered under dominance of the Ottoman 
Empire after the year of 1517, the standing artefacts today are; the mosaics 
belonging to the 4th century A.C., the stone bridge with nine parts, the 
high walls and the city remains in acropolis, Hayraniye Caravanserai, which 
was constructed in 1542, and a single domed cubic masjid which was 
constructed in 1648. The history of Sirkeli Höyük (tumulus) that is located 
between Misis and Ceyhan goes back to Neolithic period. The two stone 
relieves, which was carved on a rock nearby the Tumulus, are thought to be 
a road sign which belongs to Hittites.

Misis Mosaic Museum

Çukurova is also famous for its mosaics which have a high art value and 
belong to the early Roman Period. The Misis mosaics used to embellish the 
floor of a Roman basilica which was built in the 4th century. The animals on 
Noah’s ark were described on these mosaics.

Anavarza Ancient City

It is located within the boundaries 
of Dilekkaya Village of Kozan 
County which is situated 70km 
northeast of Adana Province. 
The city, which was established 
by the Assyrians in the 9th 
century BC, gained a title of the 
most important metropolitan 
city of Anatolia by growing and 
developing after entering under 
dominance of the Roman in the 
17th century BC. It served as a capital city of the State of Cilicia Secunda 
in the period of Roman Emperor Theodosius II. In the year of 525 AC, the 
city, which was suffered from the great earthquake, was honored with the 
name of Justiniopolis by being repaired by Emperor Justinianus. However, 
the city, which was damaged greatly by the second earthquake after its 
reparation, entered under the sovereignty of the Byzantine, Kingdoms of 
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Arabs and Armenians after Romans and it entered under the sovereignty of 
Turks for the first time in period of Ramadanids.

The ancient city is situated in a wall approximately 1143 acres. In Anavarza, 
1550 meters long wall with 20 bastions, colonnaded road, a bath, remains 
of the church, theater, stadium, waterways, rock-cut tombs, necropolis in 
the west of the city, ancient road, pool mosaic belonging to sea goddess 
Thetis, Ala Kapı (Gate) which is the monumental gate that has 3 entrance 
and the Middle Age Castle are important artifacts.

Snake Castle 

It is one of the Crusader Castles, which 
were built in the 11th century in the 
Middle Ages, and it is on the historical 
road which was important in the 
Ottoman period as much as in the Antic 
period, and it goes to Antakya passing 
over the Taurus Mountains. The castle 
which takes the other castles in its area 
of view has 8 circular bastions. It has the 
Entrance Gate in the south. The stairs with the stone steps starting from the 
entrance lead to the terraces. The garrison of the castle that has a church 
and cistern is located on the top part. The castle whose previous name 
was “Govara” was introduced as Shahmaran Castle by Evliya Çelebi who 
was traveling through here in 1671. He mentioned in a mocking way that 
horned snakes with hairy nape live in there. This castle is the origin of the 
famous Shahmaran story. 

The snake castle which is one of the most important castles in Adana is 30 
km far from Adana.

Kurtkulağı Caravanserai

Kurtkulağı Caravanserai is situated in 12 km south-east of Ceyhan, in 
Kurtkulağı village. It was built on the Aleppo caravan route at the beginning 
of the 17th century by Hüseyin Pasha. It was restored by architect Mehmet 
Agha in 1659. It was built with big, shaped stones. It is 23.60 x 45.75 m in 
size. The thick feet which are 1.80x2.15 m in size and the rooms covered 
with the arched roofs are brightened with two sharp arched windows. 
Just next to the caravanserai, there is a historical mosque which has an 
interesting minaret and which belongs to the same period. 
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Kozan (Sis) Castle & Hoşkadem Mosque

Kozan (Sis) Castle was built by Assyrians. The castle is very important 
strategically. It was captured by Abbasids in the 9th century, Seljuks in the 
11th century, later the Crusaders and in 1187 by Armenian Princedom. 
It was an important center for the Christendom because of the Baptism 
oil production ceremony held here once every three years. Karasis Castle 
which belongs to the Hellenistic period was used as a military garrison. 
Hoşkadem Mosque which was built by Egyptian Monarch in 1448 is quite 
a spectacular structure. It is a typical Mamluk style structure with its single 
minaret balcony and portal which was made by two-sectioned double 
colored stone.

Akören Ruins

It is in the Akören Town of Aladağ County. It is understood from many ruins 
of church which comes till today that the region was used as a religious 
center. Some ruins belonging to the same period can be seen in Mazılık and 
Kayabaşı villages near the region.

Şar Ruins  

It is in Şarköy that is located 20km far from 
Tufanbeyli County of Adana. It is an old 
residential place which existed during 
the time of Kizzuwatna, Hittites, Roman, 
Byzantines, Armenians and Ottomans. It 
was an important religious center during 
the period of Kizzuwatna and Hittites. 
Comana was the previous name which had been given before the Turks 
gave the name of Şar which means city-highwall. Especially, Roman 
artifacts have been standing in the region. The theater, Byzantine Church 
and Ala Kapı that is monumental gate, which is 6 m in height and 3 m in 
width, of the temple dedicated to mother goddess, are the important 
remains. One of the most important remains of the region is the Kırık 
(Broken) Church, which was built as a tomb for a Roman senator.

Varda Bridge

The historic Varda Railway Bridge in the southern province of Adana’s 
Hacıkırı village was a filming location for scenes for the latest James Bond 
film, “Skyfall” the longest film series in the world that celebrated its 50th 
year in 2012. The 200-person production team came to Turkey in January 

38 | MeeTurkey | May 2020



2012 for three months.

The 172-meter-long and 98-meter-high bridge was featured in the opening 
15-minute part of the series’ 25th film along with Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia 
Museum and the Aegean province of Fethiye.

The steel case stone masonry-type bridge was built in 1888 within the 
scope of a contract between the Ottoman Sultan Abdülhamit II and 
German Emperor Kaiser Willhem in order to complete the Baghdad-Hedjaz 
Railway line. Known as Koca Köprü among locals, the bridge was also called 
the German Bridge because it was built by Germans.

Karataş

In the town 49 km away to Adana, Amphitheater and Athena Temples are 
the important remains of the Magarsus Antique City, which belongs to the 
Hellenistic Era. There are two Ottoman artefacts; one is “inn”, another is a 
“posting house”. Ruins, bird paradise on the Akyatan Lake worth to a visit. In 
Akyatan Lake (lagoon), there are the tortoise species of “caretta caretta” and 
“chelonia mydas”. Additionally, there are Tuzla and Karataş Fisheries which 
include various fish species in the county.

Yumurtalık & Ayas ( Aegea ) Antique City

Aegeae, which was the important harbor city of 
Antique Cilicia, has experienced its most brilliant 
period in the 1st century BC. The standing 
artifacts of the city are Ayas Castle, Süleymaniye 
Tower and Marco Polo Pier. Marco Polo after 
his travel to the East visited this city which is 
famous for its remains of hospital – temple 
called Asclepeion belonging to Hellenistic Era. 
Harbor Castle that is located in the island nearby 
the city is one of the remains which are worth to 
a visit.

Ağyatan Lake

It is possible to discover various bird species in here. The marbled duck 
only lives in Spain and Çukurova lagoons. Furthermore; there are a lot 
of waterfowls in this region, especially Sakarmeke (Eurasian coot), Fiyu 
(Eurasian widgeon), Dikkuyruk (White-headed duck), Turaç (Black francolin), 
Küçük Sumru (Little tern) and Çulluk (woodcock). The “Aleppo Pine” which is 
endangered, grows only in this district.
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Akyatan Bird Paradise  

It’s the biggest lagoon in Çukurova. It has a suitable 
habitat especially for the waterfowls. This area is 
in the scope of the Ramsar Convention that has 
an international importance and which is the 
protection agreement on the wetlands. The bird 
species such as Turaç (Black francolin), Sazhorozu 
(Purple swamphen), Kocagöz (Stone-curlew), Yaz 
Ördeği (Marbled duck), Akça cılıbıt (Kentish plover), 
Mahmuzlu Kızkuşu (Spur-winged lapwing), Küçük 
Sumru (Little tern), Flamingo, Suna (Common 
shelduck), Fiyu (Eurasian widgeon), Dikkuyruk 
(White-headed duck) and Sakarmeke (Eurasian coot) 
shelter in here. 

Plateaus

There are a lot of plateaus on the Taurus Mountains, which surround Adana 
from the north. There have been busy domestic tourism activities in these 
plateaus in summer. The main plateaus are Olukbaşı, Horzum, Çulluuşağı, 
Göller, Çatıroğlu, İnderesi, Çatak, Kızıldağ, Meydan, Başpınar, Bıcı, 
Kosurga, Tekir, Bürücek, Belemedik, Armutoğlu, Fındıklı, Asar, Yenikonacık, 
Eskikonacık, Kamışlı.

Picnic Sites

Dağılcak is a picnic site in the forest that is 
10km away from Kozan and 90 km away 
from Adana. It has 10 hectares of land. 
Yerköprü, exemplary of sinkhole, where 
the Çakıt Streamlet flows about 300m 
under the surface and comes out again, 
that is 11km away from Karaisalı County, 
56 km away from Adana, Sarıçam Forests 
that is 20 km away to Adana, and Eğner 
Village that is 70km away to Adana are some of the important picnic sites. 
Simit Waterfall in Eğner is one of the unique natural beauties of this region. 
In Pozantı County of Adana, there are many recreation areas, especially 
Belemedik. In Adana city, around the Ceyhan Dam Lake, the two sides of 
the Seyhan River and around the Çatalan Dam Lake are designed for the 
benefit of the people.
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Trekking Routes

There are many routes in the Taurus Mountains for this sport. Detected 
trekking routes are;

1. Route :Pozantı - Hamidiye Village - Mazmulu Mountain, finishing at Niğde 
– Demirkazık Chalet

Accommodation : Mazmulu Locality
2. Route :Pozantı - Hamidiye Village - Mazmulu Mountain -Eğni Stream 

(Accommodation) - Trak - Acısu (Accommodation) finishing at 
Yedigöze Waterfalls or Aladağ County Town

Accommodation : Egni Stream, Acısu
3. Route : Karaisalı County - Karakılıç Village - Darıçukuru - Köşk - Damlama- 

Ekecik - Belemedik Village finishing at Bürücek Plateau
Accommodation : Belemedik Village

What to shop

Adana is the cradle of civilizations and cultures. That’s why a rich culture 
has been formed. As a result of this culture, many worldwide famous artists 
come out from this region. So you can buy many different handcrafts and 
souvenirs.

The handmade products such as unique crafts and rugs traditionally 
woven by the Turkish tribes that settled centuries ago in Çukurova (Kozan, 
Saimbeyli, Feke, Karaisalı, Pozantı, Aladağ and Tufanbeyli counties), saddle-
bags, sackcloth, savannah rugs, woolen socks, wooden spoons, wedding 
chest, rolling pins, headscarf embroideries, copperwares, silver and golden 
jewelries, different types of Tapan knives made in Feke are sold in the 
various sales places. ( Photos : Atilla Andırın, Hülya Ünal and Suat Töre ) 

International Adana Golden 
Boll Film Festival

Named Altın Koza International Film 
Festival is a film festival of Adana, 
that was held 17 times since 1969 
and took place every year since 2005. 
The event is organized by the Greater 
Adana Municipality and takes place 
in June. Beginning from 2006, the 
scope of the festival is broadened 
to an international dimension 
within the framework of the cinema 
in Mediterranean basin countries.

Orange Blossom Carnival
Adana welcomes visitors willing 
to take a different glimpse at its 
history, culture and food as well as 
its earnest locals. The first edition 
of a unique carnival named after 
the iconic orange blossoms offers 
a chance to those seeking to 
discover Adana. Now it continues 
in April every year. Accompanied 
by a spring breeze blowing into 
the heart of the Mediterranean, the 
nearly 1.5-hour journey ends up in 
a land welcoming its visitors with 
green trees, clear blue sky and warm 
weather.



IKSV postpones events in Istanbul

In line with the measures taken in Turkey to 
prevent the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak, which is described as a pandemic 
by the World Health Organisation, events that 
are organized by the Istanbul Foundation for 
Culture and Arts (İKSV) are postponed.

IKSV announced that all planned concerts to be 
held until 15 April 2020 at Salon İKSV and the 39th Istanbul Film Festival, 
which is scheduled to take place on 10-21 April, are postponed to a later 
date. New dates will be announced in the coming days.

The presentations of the projects and films from Turkey and its neighboring 
countries participating in the Meetings on the Bridge was held online on 
14-17 April.

Istanbul Music Festival is postponed

Due to the global Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, the 48th Istanbul 
Music Festival, scheduled to take place on 2-25 June 2020, is postponed to 
the second half of September 2020.

Organised by the Istanbul Foundation for Culture and Arts (İKSV) under the 
sponsorship of E.C.A. Presdöküm Sanayii A.Ş., the Istanbul Music Festival is 
held every June since 1973. The Istanbul Music Festival is aiming to present 
a qualified and rich programme for music lovers this time in September. The 
Istanbul Music Festival team continues its efforts to realise its programme 
built around the theme The Enlightened World of Beethoven with the aim 
of retaining the same content as much as possible on its new dates.

New dates for the festival and further 
details about the programme will be 
announced on festival’s website and 
social media accounts in June.

Tickets purchased for the festival will 
be valid for the new concert dates. The 
audience will have the right to refund 
or exchange their previously purchased 

tickets. Detailed information about the refund, exchange or support 
process will be announced via e-mail and also on the İKSV and Istanbul 
Music Festival websites in June.

MEET AT FESTIVAL
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FAME & GAME
Beko Supports the Best Team in the World – Video

Beko, Turkey’s and Europe’s favorite freestanding home appliance brand, 
which is one of the proud sponsors of FC Barcelona, Fenerbahce Men’s 
Basketball Team and the League of Legends European Championship, now 
supports the Best Team in the World and shared the news with a video.

Beko said, “At Beko, we are closely monitoring 
the developments in the outbreak of 
Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19), and 
continue to take precautionary measures 
that safeguard the health and safety of our 
global community and preserve our ability to 
operate.

We are proud to have initiated “Health Professionals Support Movement” 
for those who risk their lives in the fight against the pandemic and work 
round the clock without going home and seeing their loved ones. Our aim 
is to fulfill the hygiene, nutrition and refreshment needs of the healthcare 
professionals who have been working tirelessly to safeguard public health. 
As the first step of our project, we are donating white goods and small 
household appliances to hospitals across Romania, Turkey, Spain, France, 
Poland and Czech Republic. We may be socially distant but our hearts beat 
as one and we are proud to step up to support our heroes.

But we need to act like a team in this. So we encourage you also to help and 
choose to #StayHome #LikeAPro.”  Watch video on Youtube

Turkish International Cycling Tour postpones

Presidential Cycling Tour of Turkey, scheduled to take place 12-19 April was 
postponed amid the coronavirus outbreak. Traditionally held by the Turkish 
Cycling Federation (TBF) the Tour, 
which commenced in 1963 under 
the name of “Tour of Marmara” 
gained international status in 1965 
and was held under the auspices of 
the Presidency for the first time in 
1966.

Spectators will also not be allowed 
into sporting events until the end of April in efforts to avert a COVID-19 
outbreak in Turkey.
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https://youtu.be/sd8_n7j81Vk 


FLY & SAIL
Turkish Airlines further extends flight suspension

Turkey’s national flag carrier Turkish Airlines announced a further extension 
of flight suspension for both domestic and international routes until May 
28, 2020.

Turkish Airlines said in a statement 
that in accordance with decisions 
taken by the official authorities, all 
flights have been suspended until 
May 28, 2020 in order to protect 
public health against the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

According to the latest 
announcement on April 29, the 
total number of registered coronavirus cases in Turkey rose to 117,589, as 
2,936 more people tested positive for the virus. Health Minister Fahrettin 
Koca said that 89 people died in the last 24 hours, bringing the total death 
toll to 3,081.

Minister also announced that a total of 5,231 patients were discharged 
from medical care after recovering from the virus in the last 24 hours alone, 
making a total of 44,022 patients discharged.

Turkey welcomes cruise ship with 375 passengers

Turkey’s leading cruise port in Aegean resort town of Kuşadası on Friday, 
March 13 welcomed a cruise ship carrying 375 tourists. 375 passengers 
arrived with the Celestyal Crystal ship with a capacity of 1,200 passengers. 
Tourists, mostly U.S. citizens, disembarked and visited popular tourist 
sites nearby such as Ephesus and the Virgin Mary’s House. Some tourists 
shopped in the city center.

According to media reports, all cruise passengers entering the country 
screened by thermal cameras to ensure their body temperatures are 
below 100.4℉ (38℉) and not display any symptoms of the new coronavirus 
(COVID-19) or any other respiratory illness.

The ship left the port to continue the tour of the Greek islands in the 
evening.

Celestyal Cruises is the main home-porting cruise operator in Greece 
and the preeminent cruise line serving the Greek Islands and East 
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Mediterranean. The company operates two mid-sized vessels, each one 
cosy enough to provide genuine and highly-personalized services. The 
foundation of the company’s philosophy is the ‘destination.’ Every cruise 
focuses on true cultural immersion, offering authentic, lifetime experiences 
both on board and on shore wherever its vessels sail.

SunExpress begins cargo-only flights

SunExpress, a joint venture of Turkish Airlines and Lufthansa, which halted 
all domestic and international flights as part of the travel restrictions to 
fight against the Covid-19 outbreak, will begin cargo flights with 18 aircraft 
in its fleet. Announcing that it will start its operations with a new type of 
cargo carrying model by utilizing the passenger cabin to maximize the 
capacity for cargo, SunExpress expects to be able to carry a maximum load 
of up to 21,700 kg by having to load up passengers seats and overhead 
bins, as well as under-aircraft cargo sections.

Stating that the airline has only carried cargo in the cargo section of the 
aircraft so far, SunExpress Deputy 
General Manager Ahmet Çalışkan said, 
“For the first time in our history, we are 
going to operate cargo-only flights. 
We have made a total of 18 aircraft 
suitable for cargo use by turning 
passenger cabins into cargo holds 
without removing seats. We completed 
the necessary work in a short time and 
will carry out our cargo flights initially from Izmir and Antalya. In the next 
stages, we plan to operate cargo flights from other destinations according 
to incoming demand.”
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DESTINATIONS - ANKARA

Ankara, the capital of Turkey, is located in the center of Anatolia province. With a known history of around 3000, 
Ankara has seen great heights in the past. Around 3000 years ago, the Hittites established a city by the name of 
Akuwash (old name for Ankara) at the intersection of two trade routes in Turkey. During its earlier phase, Ankara 
was ruled by Phrygians, Macedonians (under Alexander the Great), and Romans. Seljuk Turks captured the city in 
1071 AD and renamed it as Enguriye. 

Most important moment in the history of Ankara came when Atatürk founded his provisional government here in 
1920, and in 1923 when it became the capital of Turkish Republic. The city has seen a number of changes since then, 
however it has been successful enough in maintaining a fine balance between the old and the new and thereby living 
up to its unique identity as the “Melting Pot of East and West”. Today, Ankara is a sprawling urban mass thoroughly 
organized and well - planned and much European in look than most of the cities in Turkey. Its wide-open roads, 
large hotels, restaurants and government offices distinguish the city. Besides, there are several tourist attractions 
and meetings in the city making it an ideal destination for the tourists and mice industry.

City At a Glance
Population: 3,627,098 Traffic Code: 06 Telephone Code: 
0312

How to go
Ankara’s international Esenboga Airport is well 
connected to other cities in Europe as well as to 
important destinations in other parts of the world.

What to do
The foundations of this citadel were laid by Galatians 
to be completed by the Romans. Byzantines and Seljuk 
made major changes later on. The citadel is located atop a 
hill in the old city where one can see some fine examples 
of traditional architecture of Ankara.

What to see
 ¡ The Ankara Citadel
 ¡ The Museum of Anatolian Civilization
 ¡ Anıtkabir
 ¡ The Temple of Augusts
 ¡ The Roman Bath
 ¡ The Column of Julian
 ¡ Had Bayram Mosque
 ¡ The Hatti Monument
 ¡ Victory Monument
 ¡ Monument of the Republic
 ¡ Yeni Mosque
 ¡ Kocatepe Mosque

46 | MeeTurkey | May 2020



DESTINATIONS - ANTALYA
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Visit the picturesque old quarter of Kaleici; narrow, winding streets and old wooden houses around the ancient city 
walls. Since its founding in the second century B.C., Antalya has been continuously inhabited. The region, bathed 
in sunshine 300 days of the year, is a paradise of sun-bathing, swimming and sports activities like windsurfing, 
water skiing, sailing, mountain climbing and hunting. If you come to Antalya in March or April, in the mornings 
you can ski the slopes and in the afternoons you can swim in the warm waters of the Mediterranean. Important 
historical sites await your discovery amid a landscape of pine forests, olive and citrus groves, and palm, avocado and 
banana plantations. The Turquoise Coast is the tourism capital of Turkey. Its full range of accommodations, about 
35 000 delegates, sunny climate, variety of excursions and activities, and its warm hospitality make it a sought-
after venue for meetings and conferences. The Antalya Convention Bureau, ACB, is an independent, non-profit 
making organization. Founded in 1995, the Antalya Promotion Foundation (ATAV) has become a member of the 
European Federation of Conference Towns (EFCT) in 1997. A Culture, Exhibition and Congress Center was opened 
in 1996 in the Konyaalti district. The Congress Center is located in a glass pyramid.

City At a Glance
Population: 1.132.211 Traffic Code: 07 Telephone Code: 
0242

How to go
Antalya airport is 10km east of the city center, and has 
direct flights from Europe. It is well connected to other 
parts of Turkey, and daily direct flights from Istanbul 
and Ankara.

What to do
With its palm-lined boulevard, internationally-
acclaimed marina, and old castle with traditional 
architecture, all set amidst a modern city, Antalya is a 
major tourist center in Turkey. In addition to the wide 
selection of hotels, restaurants, bars, nightclubs and 
shops, the city also plays host to a number of sporting 

events throughout the year, like International Beach 
Volleyball, triathlon, golf tournaments, archery, tennis 
and canoeing competitions. Opened in 1995, the 
Cultural Center hosts cultural and art events. The main 
area of interest in the city is central old quarter within 
the Roman walls, known as Kaleici, and there are many 
interesting museums around the city.

What to see
 ¡ Archaeological Museum
 ¡ Truncated and fluted minarets
 ¡ Hadrian’s Gate Old Harbour
 ¡ Perge, Side, Aspendos
 ¡ Düden and Kursunlu Waterfalls
 ¡ Antalya Castle



DESTINATIONS - ISTANBUL
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The former capital of three successive empires -Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman- Istanbul is a fascinating mixture of 
past and present, old and new, modern and traditional. The museums, churches, palaces, mosques, bazaars, and the 
sights of natural beauty seem inexhaustible. As you recline on the shores of the Bosphorus at sunset contemplating 
the red evening light reflected in the windows and slender minarets on the opposite shore you understand, suddenly 
and profoundly, why so many centuries ago settlers chose to build on this remarkable site. In addition to its unique 
historical and cultural background and innumerable attractions, modern hotels, exclusive restaurants, nightclubs, 
cabarets, bazaars and shops make Istanbul a superb site for meetings, conferences and conventions. Istanbul is fast 
becoming one of the most popular international congress and exhibition destinations.

The opening of the Lütfi Kirdar International Conference Center (ICC) doubled the capacity of congress facilities 
in Istanbul. The ICC is ideally located in the modern district of Harbiye, at the center of the city’s business, cultural 
and commercial life, surrounded by some of Europe’s top quality hotels. Istanbul Convention & Visitors Bureau 
(ICVB) has all the contacts and information for your meetings in Istanbul.

City At a Glance 
Population: 14.000.000 Traffic Code: 34 Telephone 
Code: 0212 (European side) - 0216 (Asian side) 

How to go 
Istanbul city has modern and new international airport, 
which is well connected by regular flights, with most 
important destinations in Europe, Middle East, and 
North America with. Besides, vast networks of flights 
fly between Istanbul and various other cities of Turkey. 
Ataturk International Airport is 20 km from city center. 
Helicopter service is also available between the cities. 

What to do 
While in Istanbul there is so much to do and look 
forward to. The museums, castles, palaces, great 
mosques, bazaars and sights of natural beauty seem 
inexhaustible. 

Being a cultural and historical center, exploring the 
grand heritage of the city should be the top most priority. 
Shopping which can be a pleasure in the markets of 
Istanbul should form another important part of your 
itinerary. More than anything else a walk down the lanes 
and by lanes of the many bazaars in Istanbul can be a 
great experience, if interested in feeling the culture and 
lifestyles of the people of this amazing land.

What to see
 ¡ Dolmabahçe Palace
 ¡ Küçüksu Pavillion
 ¡ St. Irene
 ¡ Blue Mosque
 ¡ Topkapi Palace
 ¡ Mosaic Museum

 ¡ Covered Bazaar
 ¡ St. Sophia
 ¡ Kariye Museum
 ¡ Beylerbeyi Palace
 ¡ Yerebatan Cistern
 ¡ Miniatürk



Text AKUT to 2930, donate 10TL 
and save a life yourself.

akut.org.tr twitter.com/AKUT_Dernegi facebook.com/AKUT instagram.com/AKUT_Dernegi youtube.com/akut akut.web.tr

AKUT
SAVES
LIVES

AKUT yaz 2930’a gönder,
10TL bağış yap, bir can da

sen kurtar!

http://bit.ly/akut2017


DESTINATIONS - IZMIR
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Izmir, historically known as Smyrna, is the third most populous city of Turkey and has the country’s largest port 
after Istanbul. It is located in the Gulf of Izmir, by the Aegean Sea. It is the capital of Izmir Province. Izmir has 
the inherit of almost 3,500 years of urban past, and possibly up to that much more in terms of advanced human 
settlement patterns. It is Turkey’s first port for exports and it has free zone, a Turkish-U.S. joint-venture established 
in 1990, is the leader among the twenty that Turkey counts. Its workforce, and particularly its rising class of young 
professionals, is concentrated either in the city or in its immediate vicinity (such as in Manisa). Izmir is widely 
regarded as one of the most liberal Turkish cities in terms of values, ideology, lifestyle, dynamism and gender roles. 
The Izmir Convention & Visitors Bureau (Izmir CVB) was founded in 2007 by Izmir Tourism Promotion Foundation 
(IZTAV), as a non-profit and independent organization. Izmir CVB’s mission is to promote the city’s rich cultural 
and natural assets .It has great potential on a national and international level and is seeking guidelines and best 
practice to develop the city’s congress tourism.

City At a Glance 
Population: 3,627,098 Traffic Code: 35 Telephone Code: 
0232 

How to go 
Adnan Menderes Airport, 16km south of the city center, 
has several daily flights to Istanbul, Ankara and Antalya. 
There are also regular flights from many European cities. 

What to do 
While in Izmir see the sights, the Archaeological 
Museum near Konak Square, which houses a superb 
collection of antiques including the statues of Poseidon, 
and Demeter that in ancient times stood in the agora. 
Neighboring the Archaeological Museum, the collection 
of the Ethnography Museum contains folkloric artifacts 
among which are fine collections of Bergama and Gördes 
carpets, traditional costumers and camel bridles. 

Situated on Atatürk Caddesi (Street) there is an old Izmir 
house used by the founder of the Turkish Republic, the 
Atatürk Museum, exhibits photographs of the leader 
as well as some of his personnel belongings. The Selcuk 
Yasar Art Museum is a private museum on Cumhuriyet 
Boulevard with a collection of 20th century Turkish art. 
Wander in the bazaar, sip drinks and dine at the pleasant 
waterfront restaurants.

What to see
 ¡ Agora
 ¡ Pergamum – Bergama
 ¡ Milet - Dydima
 ¡ Clock Tower
 ¡ Kemeralti
 ¡ Kadifekale

 ¡ Asansor
 ¡ Ephesus – Selcuk
 ¡ Virgin Mary
 ¡ Alacati
 ¡ Seferhisar
 ¡ Cesme

http://bit.ly/iksv-istanbul
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WITH ISTANBUL MODERN

AS WE PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING, NOW IS THE TIME TO EMBRACE ART.

WE CONTINUE TO OFFER YOU ONLINE CONTENT FROM OUR COLLECTION, 

EXHIBITIONS, AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

KEEP AN EYE ON OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS.

ISTANBUL MUSEUM OF MODERN ART

www.istanbulmodern.org

ISTANBUL MODERN IS BY YOUR SIDE SO THAT
YOU CAN EXPERIENCE ART WITHOUT LEAVING YOUR HOME.

http://bit.ly/M4oked

