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Turkish Tourism Breaks Record in 2019
Turkey hosted a record number of visitors and its tourism income reached
a new record high in 2019, the country’s statistical authority announced. In
2019, the number of travelers visiting Turkey increased by 13.7% compared
to the previous year and reached to 51 million 860 thousand 42. While
86.2% of visitors was foreign with 44 million 712 thousand 970 persons,
13.8% of them was Turkish citizens resident abroad with 7 million 147
thousand 72 persons.
Tourism income in 2019 increased by 17.0%
and reached to $ 34 billion 520 million 332
thousand compared to the previous year.
While individual expenditures constituted
$ 25 billion 355 million 577 thousand of
the total tourism income, $ 9 billion 164
million 755 thousand of tourism income was
obtained by package tour expenditures.
In the fourth quarter which is October, November and December months
of 2019 tourism income increased by 20.6% and reached to $ 7 billion 885
million 568 thousand. While 83.3% of this income (excluding GSM roaming
and marina service expenditures) was obtained from foreign visitors, 16.7%
was obtained from citizens resident abroad.
Visitors organized their travel individually or with package tour. While
individual expenditures constituted $ 5 billion 804 million 853 thousand
of the total tourism income, $ 2 billion 80 million 715 thousand of tourism
income was obtained by package tour expenditures.
In this quarter, according to rate of change of expenditures compared to
same quarter of the previous year, the highest increases were in package
tour (share of Turkey) and tour services expenditures. In this year the
highest annual increases were in package tour (share of Turkey) and health
expenditures.
In this quarter while average expenditure per night of the foreigners
who stayed overnight was $ 73, average expenditure per night of Turkish
citizens resident abroad was $ 35.
In this year, while average expenditure per night for total overnight visitors
was $ 68, the average expenditure per night of foreigners was $ 73, average
expenditure per night of Turkish citizens resident abroad was $ 50.
6 | MeeTurkey | February 2020

Izmir Tourism Breaks Record in 2019
The number of travelers visiting Turkey’s Aegean city of Izmir increased 17
percent in 2019 compared to 2018 and break its all-time record. According
to a special report by Aegean Touristic Enterprises and Accommodation
Union (ETİK), the total number of tourists visiting Izmir accounted for
1,975,187 in 2019. While the number of foreign visitors increased by 20
percent (1,224,634), the number of citizen visitors (750,553) increased by 13
percent.
In January-December 2019, Izmir tourism
increased in markets other than Austria,
Denmark, Sweden, Moldova, Lithuania,
Finland, and Georgia. The ten countries
that sent the most tourists to Izmir were
Germany, the UK, the Netherlands, Iran,
France, Belgium, Poland, Greece, Russia, and
Ukraine.
Federation of Turkish Hoteliers (TUROFED) Vice President and President
of ETIK; Mr. Mehmet İşler said, “Izmir tourism, which shrank in 2016 and
2017, recovered in 2018 and grew by 17 percent in 2019 compared to the
previous year, continues to advance on its growth path. By welcoming a
total of 1 million 975 thousand 187 visitors Izmir tourism set a new record,”.
Stating that the number of visitors coming to İzmir is approaching 2 million
without cruise tourists, İşler added, “With the election of Mr. Tunç Soyer as
the mayor of İzmir Metropolitan Municipality, there is a vigorous activity.
Mobility has taken the place of inertia in Izmir tourism. If it continues in
this way, breaking new records in the number of tourist arrivals won’t be a
surprise.”

Turkish Airports Handled 209 Million Passengers in 2019
Turkish State Airports Authority (DHMI) announced aircraft, passenger and
freight statistics for 2019. DHMI said that a total of 209,092,548 passengers
are handled by airports in Turkey in 2019.
Transportation and Infrastructure Minister Cahit Turhan said that during
December 2019, the total number of aircraft landing and taking off
at airports was 62 thousand 442 in domestic and 43 thousand 890 in
international flights. The total aircraft traffic reported as 144 thousand 724.
In December 2019, total domestic passenger traffic at airports recorded at
February 2020 | MeeTurkey | 7
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7 million 298 thousand 489 and international passenger traffic recorded at
6 million 164 thousand 431. Turhan said with the addition of both direct
and transit passenger numbers, total passenger traffic accounted for
13,474,156.
During January-December 2019, total aircraft movement in Turkish airports
accounted for 839,850 in domestic and 713,651 in international flights. The
total aircrafts served accounted for 2,030,291 aircraft.
In 2019, domestic passenger number is recorded as 100,140,814 while
international passenger number is recorded as 108,692,517. Turhan said
with the addition of both direct and transit passenger numbers, total
passenger traffic accounted for 209,092,548 in 2019.
The number of take-offs and landings
at Istanbul Airport in December 2019
announced as 8,215 for domestic, and
26,421 for international and a grand total
of 34,636. The total number of passenger
traffic announced as 1,203,327 for
domestic, 4,076,924 for international and a
grand total of 5,280,251 passengers.
In the first three months of 2019, 2,630 aircraft and 327,169 passengers
handled at Istanbul Airport. Following the great migration to the new
Istanbul Airport in April 2019, the total number of take-offs and landings for
April – December 2019 period is accounted for as 327,799 and 52,259,826
passengers. The freight traffic at Istanbul Ataturk Airport was announced as
138,239.
Until the first week of April 2019, Ataturk Airport handled 16,072,534
passengers. “So that in two airports during the same period, 468,038
aircraft are served and 68,650,542 passengers used Istanbul airports,” added
Turhan.

Sofitel’s First Hotel in Turkey: Sofitel Istanbul Taksim
Accor’s luxury brand; Sofitel Hotels & Resorts announced the opening of
its first property in Istanbul, Turkey. The first Sofitel hotel in Turkey, Sofitel
Istanbul Taksim officially opened in early November in Taksim Square. The
hotel, developed in collaboration with Turkey-based Tuna Group, is a luxury
haven offering an impeccable blend of Sofitel’s inspired mix of French
modern elegance with the cosmopolitan style of Istanbul.
8 | MeeTurkey | February 2020

“We are excited to introduce the Sofitel brand to Turkey, a market where we
want to drive further growth over the next three to five years,” said Alexis
Delaroff, COO of Accor New East Europe. “We believe that the addition
of new luxury product into the city will serve as a key tourism driver,
enticing travelers to explore one of Turkey’s most dynamic cities, while also
delighting locals as a sophisticated and stylish destination for dining and
entertainment.”
Sofitel Istanbul Taksim is infused with the
soul and character of the historic site where it
resides. The location has been a famous hotspot
within the bustling Taksim neighborhood
for over a century. Originally home to the
grand Magic Cinema, the property went on to
become one of the most famous nightclubs in Istanbul. Maxim opened
in 1921, and reigned at the top of Istanbul’s nightlife for several decades.
Today, Sofitel Istanbul Taksim is the newest and most anticipated luxury
hotel in the Taksim neighborhood.
Guests of Sofitel Istanbul Taksim will revel in the luxury of 202 chic
guestrooms including 33 suites, each suite outfitted with Hermés products
while all other guestrooms will feature Atelier Cologne bathroom amenities
for guests to delight in. Guestrooms offer expansive views of Taksim Square
or the nearby Bosphorus strait, one of the world’s most strategic waterways
and a popular Istanbul landmark. Club and suite guests have exclusive
access to the property’s Club Millésime, with special services such as private
check-in, personalized service, afternoon tea and treats, and more. The
hotel is equipped to host business and social events of all kinds, with two
elegant ballrooms and three well-outfitted meeting rooms.
Helping travelers maintain their health away from home, the wellness
facilities impress at the Sofitel Istanbul Taksim. A rare find in Istanbul, the
hotel’s outdoor rooftop swimming pool is the ideal spot for guests to
unwind and take in panoramic views of the captivating city. The hotel’s
state-of-the-art Sofitel Spa promises exhilarating and rejuvenating
treatments inspired by traditional Turkish rituals with the delicacy of French
cosmetology, featuring products from French luxury skincare brand Sothys.
Outfitted with an indoor pool, seven treatment rooms, a traditional Turkish
Hammam, steam room, sauna, and fully equipped fitness center, the Sofitel
Spa is a haven within the energetic city.
February 2020 | MeeTurkey | 9
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İzmir Cocktail Festival to Take Place on April 18
Profun Creative Events will organize the 3rd edition of the Izmir Cocktail
Festival on April 18, 2020. Cocktail enthusiasts who want to get to know the
limitless world of cocktails and experience brand new tastes should visit the
İzmir Cocktail Festival that will be held at Izmir Arena.
The festival will host successful mixologists, venue
stands, full festival scenes, extraordinary boutiques
and more.
Participants will have a refreshing day and fun at
the festival where they can taste not only signature
cocktails but also classic cocktails prepared with fresh fruits, special syrups,
and alcoholic/non-alcoholic beverages. İzmir Cocktail Festival starts at noon
and continues until the day ends.

SkyTeam Opens Lounge at Istanbul Airport
SkyTeam, the global airline alliance, has officially opened the doors to its
seventh branded lounge in Istanbul, adding to more than 790 members’
and affiliated lounges worldwide. Located in Istanbul’s new airport (IST),
the facility is served by seven alliance members: Aeroflot, Air France, KLM,
Korean Air, Middle East Airlines, Saudia and TAROM.
An oasis of calm, the lounge is the perfect place to catch up with work,
call home, or simply do nothing at all. It offers locally-sourced dishes and
drinks, alongside complimentary Wi-Fi and other amenities designed to
help customers relax before flights.
SkyTeam’s Istanbul lounge is available to Elite Plus, First and Business Class
customers.
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The unique decor makes an instant impression; a statement reception area,
LED lighting, custom-made furniture and living moss walls. The 582 m2
lounge, with more than 145 seats, never feels crowded - even at its busiest.

also available.

Sample authentic Turkish cuisine such
as freshly cooked pide (Turkish pizza)
prepared on-demand at the live cooking
station, mezze and traditional tea and
coffee are served. The menu includes
European dishes, as well as a selection
of snacks. Spirits, soft drinks and wine
sourced from local Turkish vineyards are

The lounge is open 24 hours a day, ready for passengers at any stage of
their journey - from taking a refreshing shower to simply recharging.
Located in the West Wing on Level H, the lounge has an elevated position; it
is a refuge from the bustle of the airport.
Kristin Colvile, SkyTeam’s CEO and Managing Director said, ‘SkyTeam is
hyper-focused on creating the best in class customer experience of any
alliance, and our branded lounges are key to achieving this goal. This
striking new lounge is an important component of delivering a seamless
experience at every step of our customers’ journeys.’

Firuz Bağlıkaya Reelected as President of TÜRSAB
The 24th General Assembly of the Association
of Turkish Travel Agencies (TÜRSAB) is held
last weekend in Istanbul, where the President
of TÜRSAB; Firuz Baglikaya re-elected as the
President for the second term.
The General Assembly is held at Istanbul Lütfi
Kırdar International Convention and Exhibition
Center (ICEC) with record attendance. A total of
4,045 travel agency representatives attended
the election.
Firuz Bağlıkaya having obtained 63% of the votes will continue to lead
TÜRSAB for 3 more years. Firuz Bağlıkaya obtained 2530 votes and Davut
Günaydın obtained 1459 votes of a total 4045 votes.
February 2020 | MeeTurkey | 11
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Turkish Airlines starts Istanbul (IST) – Newark (EWR) flights

Turkey’s national flag carrier Turkish Airlines will launch scheduled flights
between Istanbul Airport (IST) and Newark Liberty International Airport
(EWR) next year. Turkish Airlines announced that the new IST – EWR flights
are planned as 7 flights per week and will be launched as of May 25, 2020.
Turkish Airlines also announced that
the carrier served a total of 63.1 million
passengers in the January-October 2019. The
number of international passengers rose by
3.1 percent on an annual basis to 37 million
while the number of domestic passengers
declined by 7.5 percent to 26 million.
The carrier also said its passenger load factor was 81.6 percent in the first 10
months of 2019. The carrier flew to a total of 316 destinations as of endOctober versus 304 routes a year earlier.

Ferry Services to Run 24-Hours in Istanbul
Istanbul City Lines Inc., the subsidiary sea transport company of the
Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality (IMM) has announced that its ferry
services will start operating 24 hours a day/ 7 days a week.
City Lines General Manager Ms. Sinem
Dedetaş explained that their efforts
were in line with Istanbul Mayor
Ekrem İmamoğlu’s goal to improve
and increase the share of maritime
transport within the city’s public
transportation system.
“We receive a large volume of
requests from citizens asking us to
introduce additional trips. We have
analyzed all of these requests to figure out which lines and routes could be
improved. Based on these, we are getting ready for the summer schedule,”
Dedetaş said.
She stated that the company has served 42.5 million passengers in 2019,
but they would like to take steps to increase this figure further and provide
uninterrupted all-night ferry services in the near future.
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This move follows a similar decision taken in September 2019, concerning
the ferry route between the Bostancı pier on the Anatolian side and Princes’
Islands. The company has been offering 24-hour ferry service on this route
since September 2019.
In accordance with the decision reached at the Princes’ Islands
Transportation Workshop convened in August to find long-term solutions
for the islands’ transportation problems, the number of the daily ferry trips
between mainland Istanbul and the Princes’ Islands will be increased.
Dedetaş also announced that switching to environmentally-friendly electric
ferries were among their plans for the future. “We have lagged behind
other countries regarding this issue. We have started the feasibility study of
this project on paper. The issue of electric ferries is one of the topics given
specific importance by the Ministry of Industry and Technology. All-electric
ferries will have a positive impact on our economy and the environment as
they have no fuel cost,” she said.
City Lines ferries currently make 621 trips per day on 21 routes with 700
staff members. The number of passengers in 2019 has increased by 5
percent compared to 2018, reaching a total of 13,213,000. Source: IBB

DoubleTree by Hilton Adana Opens
Hilton is entering Adana for the first time with DoubleTree by Hilton, one of
its 17 market-leading brands. Hilton’s newest hotel in Adana, DoubleTree
by Hilton Adana has a total of 100 rooms, including two suites with elegant
decoration.
DoubleTree by Hilton Adana, which
considers every detail for the comfort
of its guests, provides a memorable
experience with comfortable beds
produced specially for Hilton, ergonomic
workspace and free Wi-Fi, while the corner
deluxe and suite rooms also include a hot
tub.
Cemal Hoşgül, General Manager of DoubleTree by Hilton Adana Hotel
said: “We are very happy to bring DoubleTree by Hilton’s hospitality to the
Ziyapaşa area, the lively business, entertainment and shopping district
of Adana. Guests will be welcomed with our signature, warm DoubleTree
Cookie, exemplary facilities and our caring service.” DoubleTree by Hilton
February 2020 | MeeTurkey | 13
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Adana has two Meeting Rooms with a total of 648 square meters equipped
with the latest technology, which is an excellent choice for special events,
including business meetings and weddings alike. In addition, a modern
health club with an indoor adult pool and a children’s pool, SPA facilities
with a Turkish bath, steam room, sauna and massage rooms are also
available to guests. Located in the heart of Adana, close to the historical
railway station, DoubleTree by Hilton Adana offers easy access to business
and entertainment centres, as well as the city’s historic and tourist spots. In
addition, Adana International Airport is only eight minutes away.

Global Ports Expands to Vietnam
Global Ports Holding Plc, the world’s largest independent cruise port
operator, has signed a 15-year management service agreement with Ha
Long Sun Limited Liability Company for the Ha Long International Cruise
Port located in Ha Long Bay, Vietnam.
The Port, having recently benefitted
from a $44m investment, is the first
purpose-built cruise port in Vietnam
and is capable of handling the
world’s largest cruise ships. In 2019
the Port is expected to welcome
over 75,000 passengers and it is
forecasted to grow to over 100,000
passengers in 2020.
Situated within the Sun World Halong Complex, a 226ha entertainment
and recreation complex, the Port’s modern infrastructure and geographic
position close to China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore
means it is well placed to become a leading transit port in Asia.
Furthermore, the Port is less than 200km away from three international
airports, Noi Bai International Airport, Van Don International Airport and
Cat Bi International Airport, and with Ha Long Bay benefitting from modern
hotel infrastructure, the Port has the potential to become a homeport for
the region.
The Ha Long International Cruise Port is the second port in GPH’s portfolio
in Asia, a region that has seen high growth in cruise passengers in recent
years and has started to attract local and regional investment into cruise
port-related assets.
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Global Ports Holding, CEO Emre Sayin said, “I am delighted that GPH has
signed a management service agreement for the Ha Long International
Cruise Port. This agreement marks a truly historic moment for Global Ports
Holding and marks an important inflection point in our growth aspirations
in Asia.

Pegasus Plane Crash Landed in Istanbul
A Boeing 737 operated by low-cost Pegasus Airlines landed at Sabiha
Gökçen Airport during strong winds and heavy rain and overshot the
runway. It skidded about 60 meters before dropping into a ditch from a
height of around 30 meters, breaking into three
parts as it came to a rest. Television footage
showed the plane separated from its fuselage
after it burst into flames following the crash.
Several firefighters and paramedics were
dispatched to the area.
The aircraft was 11 years old and had 177 passengers and six crew
members on board. 3 passengers died, 180 injured including pilots of the
plane and were transferred to the nearest hospitals. The plane was arriving
from Turkey’s Aegean city of Izmir.
INBRIEF
TÜROFED’s new President is Sururi
Çorabatır.

Özlem Gökşin who is the General Manager
of Levent Sheraton Hotel.

Hakan Şamhal appointed General
Manager to Bodrum Le Méridien Hotels &
Resorts.

Ömür Akın appointed Flora Garden Hotels’
as General Manager.

Korhan Kelebek, appointed as General
Manager of Hilton Bodrum Türkbükü
Resort & Spa.

Levent Suyolcuoğlu appointed General
Coordinator at Kemer Miarosa Hotels &
Resorts.

Tamer Bektaş, named General Manager of
Dedeman Zonguldak hotel.

Serdar Baş appointed Baron Hotels &
Resorts as General Manager.

Hande Katmer named Hotel Manager of
Zigo’s Hotel.

Nilgün Kuyumcu named Director at
Turkey Tourism Institute.

GÜMTOB’s new President is Ersin Yazıcı.

Murat Tomruk named General Manager of
Divan Group.

Fehmi Durak named General Manager of
Coronas Resort Hotel’; located in Demre,
Antalya.

Seher Baysal appointed General Manager
to Delta Hotels by Marriott – soon to open
in Kağıthane.
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WTTC Global Summit to be held in Cancun in April 2020
The World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) announces its annual Global
Summit will now be held in Cancun, with a major event in San Juan, Puerto
Rico to be held later this year. WTTC’s mission is to promote sustainable
growth for the Travel & Tourism sector globally, so it has decided to change
the location of the Global Summit given what is best for Puerto Rico at
this time. The financial resources that had been set aside will instead be
focused on impactful, consumer-facing campaigns and marketing efforts
that strongly promote Puerto Rico’s “open for tourism” message and drive
immediate visitor numbers to the Island.
Gloria Guevara, President & CEO of WTTC,
said: “WTTC remains strongly committed to
supporting Puerto Rico’s amazing comeback
story as seen in their record-breaking year
in tourism last year. Although the Island
was ready to welcome us with open arms
this April, despite the recent seismic activity
in the southern region, reallocating resources to continue this great
momentum is the right thing to do in order to further boost tourism. We
are looking forward to hosting an event in Puerto Rico later this year.”
“This switch to Cancun will enable us to host a Global Summit focused on
the opportunities and challenges facing our sector in 2020 and beyond,
which will help to grow tourism further. The 20th Global Summit will
benefit and showcase not only Mexico, but the wider regions of the
US, Latin America and the Caribbean.” The WTTC Summit will be held
in Cancun, Mexico, from 21st to 23rd April 2020, with the dates for the
upcoming official WTTC event in San Juan, Puerto Rico, to be announced in
the near future.

SITE Global Conference Breaks Attendance Record in Vancouver
A record-breaking 640 incentive travel professionals from 42 countries
came together for the Society for Incentive & Travel Excellence (SITE) Global
Conference at the JW Parq & DOUGLAS Autograph Collection in Vancouver,
British Columbia, Canada, January 24-27, 2020. SITE’s 2020 President Jenn
Glynn, CIS, CITP, Managing Partner Meeting Encore, was delighted with
the success of the first SITE meeting under her leadership: “Limitless was
the theme of this year’s conference and I couldn’t be prouder of the limits
we pushed with the event design. Tahira Endean, SITE’s Head of Events,
16 | MeeTurkey | February 2020

had a vision to create a festival experience, which allowed for a higher
level of engagement for our attendees. The energy and emotion that was
felt from the main stage to the dialogue dens and through our immersive
destination experiences all helped to create lasting memories.”
First time attendees to seasoned veterans of SITE were impressed by the
education and networking opportunities this conference afforded: “As a
first-time attendee to the SITE Global Conference I was so impressed by the
varied topics of education. From the keynote speakers to the informative
breakouts, there was something for everyone. Time to collaborate with
fellow chapter leaders was priceless. I also loved the focus on overall health
and mental well-being. Education, experiences and most of all connections
and reconnections with those in the Incentive industry was the return on
the time invested,” said Mary Clare Darland, CIS, CITP, Director, Sourcing,
Maritz Travel – A Maritz Global Events Company.
During the conference attendees could avail of mental health breaks at
the Restoration Lounge sponsored by InHouse Physicians and participate
in morning 5k runs, yoga and SoulCycle classes. Cultural breaks included
a tour of the murals of the city and a visit to the Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Classical
Chinese Garden, among other tours.
Keynotes included a talk by Joost Rigter,
who became blind in his 20s. He had
the entire audience don blindfolds to
experience life out of their comfort zone.
New York Times best-selling author Ben
Nemtin, challenged everyone with the
question (also the title of his book) “What Do You Want to Do Before You
Die”, tying into the “Limitless” theme.
“SITE Global Conference in Vancouver has been record-setting across so
many metrics most notably attendance at 640 attendees, our biggest ever
event by far. We also delivered 40 distinct educational sessions across four
different stages, creating a truly festival feel. Following on from last year’s
Bangkok Manifesto we developed the Vancouver Manifesto, moving from
aspiration to action and setting out an agreed set of deliverables for 2020,”
said Didier Scaillet, CIS, CITP, SITE’s Chief Excellence Officer.
Paul Mockler, Head of Meet in Ireland and Convention Bureaux of Ireland, host
of the final lunch of smoked salmon and Irish lamb stew, made the big reveal:
Dublin will be the host of the SITE Global Conference February 3-7, 2021.
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“Fly, Meet, Shop” Campaign Targets Cambodia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Vietnam
Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) introduced a new
enhanced campaign so-called “Fly, Meet, Shop” to boost Cambodia, Lao
PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam (CLMV) corporate travel markets.
Building on the success of “Fly and Meet
Double Bonus” and “Fly and Meet Double
Bonus-Redefined” campaigns launched
in 2018 and 2019 respectively, Thailand
Convention and Exhibition Bureau or
TCEB and Bangkok Airways announce
the extension of the campaign for the
third year running with new enhanced
benefits by inviting additional strategic partner: Central Department Store
(CDS) to join hands and provide more privileges to corporate travellers.
Under a new name “Fly, Meet, Shop”, the campaign is elevated with added
shopping privileges for corporate meetings and incentive groups from the
4 countries.
Ms. Nooch Homrossukhon, Meetings and Incentives Director, Thailand
Convention and Exhibition Bureau (TCEB) states that the success of the
campaign for the last two years contributed to an active growth of CLMV
MICE travellers to the country. A record of 44 Meeting and Incentive groups
(10,542 participants) from CLMV market was supported by TCEB in 2019, a
remarkable increase from 19 groups in 2018.
“Due to such strong growth, TCEB and Bangkok Airways aim to enrich
return of investment and rewarding experiences for CLMV corporate
travellers for now and in the future by teaming up with Central Department
Store to elevate the campaign with the inclusion of shopping privileges at
Central in various locations. It is a true win-win partnership both for Thai
suppliers and our CLMV clients.”
The CLMV is expected to maintain a high economy growth of 6-7% and
Thailand has now developed 115 new MICE products, activities and
attraction under “7 magnificent MICE themes” in all major 5 MICE cities and
its adjacent provinces. We believe such variety of products can inspire and
reward business performances of CLMV corporate travellers, added Ms.
Homrossukhon.
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Mr.Varong Israsena Na Ayudhaya, Vice President – Marketing, Bangkok
Airways says “On behalf of Bangkok Airways, I would like to thank TCEB
for having us on board for another year as one of the strategic partners
for “Fly, Meet, Shop” campaign for CLMV market. CLMV countries are
among the main source markets for the airline based on our statistics as
Bangkok Airways provides air connections with various flight options from
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam to Thailand that can provide
flexibility and convenience for corporate travellers in particular. In addition,
as full-service carrier under the slogan “Asia’s Boutique Airline”, I believe that
our services are well suitable for business traveller’s needs”.
Ms. Tippamas Kaysee, Vice President – Tourism Marketing, Central
Department Store Limited, states that this is the first year Central
Department Store (CDS) joins the campaign with TCEB and Bangkok
Airways. CDS feels very honored to be a part of this marketing initiative.
The focus is on CLMV countries as CDS has seen spending growth and
traffic from this particular region to our stores. In 2019, the Cambodia
was the top market among the rest registering 10% growth in spending
compared to 2018.
“Currently Central Department Store has 24 branches across Thailand,
covering all major destinations, such as Bangkok, Phuket and Chiang Mai.
We have varieties of brands and products especially, luxury brands that
are CLMV clients’ favorites. They can maximize our complimentary cash
coupons when shopping at all stores.”
The 2020 “Fly, Meet, Shop’ campaign will provide ease of travel,
convenience and excellent return on investment. The benefits include
financial support, fast-track immigration service at Suvarnabhumi airport,
cultural performances, 10% discount on Bangkok Airways’ in-flight
shopping, 1 free ticket of every 30 tickets purchased, pre-assign group
seating, priority boarding, priority baggage tagging and 10 kg extra
baggage allowance. For shopping privileges, CDS provides Central E-Cash
coupon and welcome gift.
To qualify, each group must comprise at least 30 delegates, fly to Thailand
on Bangkok Airways, stay for at least two nights, or hold an event at a
venue recognized by the Thailand MICE Venue Standard (TMVS) or a
registered hotel.
Application is open now until September 15, 2020, with travel completed
by September 30, 2020.
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Phuket to Host Thailand Travel Mart Plus 2020
For the first time, the idyllic Southern Thai island resort of Phuket is to be
the venue of the annual B2B trade show, the 19th Thailand Travel Mart Plus
Amazing Gateway to the Greater Mekong Subregion (TTM+) 2020.

buyers and sellers.

To be organised by the Tourism Authority of
Thailand (TAT) between 1-3 June, 2020, at the
Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort & Spa under the
theme of “New Shades of Responsible Travel”,
the event will upgraded with a broad range
of qualitative improvements to minimise
its ecological impact while maximising its
economic and commercial impact for both

In line with the TAT strategy to focus on sustainable and responsible
tourism, this year’s edition will be an entirely “green meeting” and help
position Phuket as a Responsible Tourism destination, with zero waste and
total environmental protection.
TAT is projecting attendance by 350 quality international buyers and 370
quality sellers. Preference will be given to buyers specialising in Responsible
Tourism, Health and Wellness, CBT and DMC.
Mr. Yuthasak Supasorn, Governor of the TAT said that Phuket was chosen
as the venue of the TTM+ 2020 because it has all the requisite facilities and
services for hosting such an event. It also has necessary support systems in
place by both the government agencies as well as the private sector.
The business appointment process has been streamlined by segmenting
the appointments into three special niche groups: Responsible Tourism,
Health and Wellness, and DMC Tour Operators.
To enhance the quality of exhibitors, first-time sellers are being give
special privileges. Entrepreneurs who give importance to environmental
protection are being prioritised along with DMCs, tourist attractions and
entertainment venues. Entrepreneurs from emerging destinations and
former winners of the Kinnari National Tourism Awards will get a 50%
discount. The buyer selection has been streamlined to prioritise highpotential and first-time buyers, especially from emerging markets; such as,
Africa, Latin America, Eastern Europe, etc. Repeat buyers will be evaluated
on the basis of a positive appointment fulfillment record.
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Most Punctual Airlines and Airports In The World
The Punctuality League 2020, a comprehensive ranking of the world’s
largest airlines and airports for on-time performance (OTP) reveals best
performing airlines and airports in the world.
Garuda Indonesia takes the top spot globally and regionally with an
impressive OTP of 95.01%.
Aeroflot finished as the most punctual Mega Airline in Europe and secondmost punctual mega in the world (OTP 86.30%).
Six U.S. carriers ranked among the most punctual Mega Airlines in the
world, including Delta Air Lines (4), Alaska Airlines (6), Southwest Airlines
(8), American Airlines (9), United Airlines (13) and JetBlue (16). Copa Airlines
(OTP 92.01%) and LATAM Airlines Group (OTP 86.41%) were the second
and fifth-most punctual airlines in the world. Turkish Airlines (OTP 76.72%)
ranked 12th most punctual airlines in the world.
Skymark Airlines ranked most
punctual airlines in the LCC category
with an impressive OTP of 90.12%.
SunExpress (OTP 80.51%) and
Pegasus Airlines (OTP 79.74%)
of Turkey ranked 8th and 11th
respectively.
Japanese airport Osaka Itami (ITM)
finished as the most punctual Large
Airport for a second consecutive year with an OTP of 88.03%.
Turkish Airlines’ hub Istanbul Atatürk (IST; OTP 76.16%) ranked 12th and
British Airways’ hub London Heathrow (LHR; OTP 75.27%) ranked 13th
among Mega Airports—a notable accomplishment for the world’s most
internationally connected airport. Istanbul Sabiha Gökçen Airport on
Istanbul’s Asian side ranked the most punctual Major Airport in the airport,
while Delta-hub airport, Minneapolis-Saint Paul (MSP) was the second most
punctual Major Airport in the world, with an OTP of 83.27%.
Six Latin American airports earned placements in the top 20 Medium
category with Panama City (PTY; OTP 92.21%), Recife (REC; OTP 82.64%), Rio
de Janeiro (GIG; OTP 82.06%) and Belo Horizonte (CNF; OTP 81.55%) placing
in the top 10. For more details, visit here
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Sabre and Google to Build the Future of Travel
Google Cloud has joined forces with Sabre Corporation — a leading
software and technology provider that powers the global travel industry—
to help digitally transform the traveler’s experience, and co-create the
future of travel.
Sabre, which launched in 1960, revolutionized the travel market with the
industry’s first semi-automated flight reservation system. Since then, Sabre
has evolved into a broad technology platform that manages more than
$260B worth of global travel spend annually, supporting a wide range
of travel providers, such as individual airlines, hoteliers, agencies, travel
aggregators, and more. The 10-year-strategic partnership between Google
and Sabre will enable the travel provider to improve operational agility
while developing new services and creating a new marketplace for its
airline, hospitality and travel agency customers.
“This is a really exciting time for Sabre,
our customers, employees and other
key stakeholders. For decades, Sabre
has made travel easier for people on the
go and within the industries that serve
them,” said Sabre President and Chief
Executive Officer, Sean Menke. “
As part of the agreement, engineers and
business leaders at both companies will work side-by-side on three main
initiatives:
»» Improving Sabre’s technology capability: Sabre will begin the process of
migrating its IT infrastructure to Google Cloud’s highly available and secure
services. The partnership provides Sabre advanced support and greater
flexibility to meet its technology objectives.
»» Using Google Cloud tools to enhance and optimize travel: Google Cloud’s
data analytics tools will enable Sabre to enhance the capabilities of current
and future products. They will provide Sabre with insights to help them
improve operational efficiency and create and optimize travel options,
improving both loyalty and revenues for its customers.
»» Driving a broader innovation framework: The two companies have aligned
upon a framework that leverages talent and assets of both companies to
imagine, develop and deploy future capabilities that will advance the travel
ecosystem, benefiting all market participants.
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“We are thrilled to work with Sabre through this important initiative
to bring together the strengths of both our companies and accelerate
innovation in the travel industry,” said Thomas Kurian CEO, Google Cloud.
“We believe our partnership will deliver more personalized experiences
for travelers, saving time and providing greater convenience that will
ultimately raise the standard for the travel industry overall.”
“At Google we build tools to help others, so a big part of our mission is
helping other companies realize theirs. We’re so glad that Sabre has chosen
to work with us to further their mission of building the future of travel,” said
Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google and Alphabet. “Travelers seek convenience,
choice and value. Our capabilities in AI and cloud computing will help
Sabre deliver more of what consumers want.”

Coronavirus Disrupts Travel Plans
On 31 December 2019, a cluster of pneumonia
cases of unknown aetiology was reported in Wuhan,
Hubei Province, China. On 9 January 2020, China
CDC reported a novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)
as the causative agent of this outbreak, which
is phylogenetically in the SARS-CoV clade. The
coronavirus, with its initial cases reported in Wuhan, China, has sickened
more than 31,000 people with more than 600 deaths reported as of
February 7.
While hard data on cancellations is scarce, as airlines, hotels and travel
boards say they do not yet have numbers some tour operators, travel
insurance brokers and even airline employees say they are facing growing
numbers of customers changing their plans.
More than 20 international carriers have suspended or restricted routes
that ended in Wuhan and other major Chinese cities, including Beijing,
Hong Kong and Shanghai. All international and national sports events to
be held in Chinese cities are cancelled, rescheduled or moved to another
destinations. Meanwhile, Japan is currently in the heat of preparations
for the summer Olympics and trying to avoid an outbreak there. All the
country’s attention is on the Diamond Princess, a cruise ship that has been
docked in its port city of Yokohama. More than 2,000 passengers are under
a two-week quarantine, as cases onboard have escalated rapidly.
Other cruise companies that have calls in mainland China for the next six
months are currently under review.
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MEET AT SUMMIT

Uzakrota Travel Summit
Turkey’s largest tourism summit, the 2019 Uzakrota Travel Summit attracted
4,000 tourism professionals at 13th December in last year. Online travel
agencies, airline companies, hotels, travel agencies, traveltech stratups,
hospitality investors, venture capitalists, tech companies distribution tech
companies and influencers from all around the world gathered in Istanbul
to hear this year’s highlights at 5 different halls.
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Visit Historical Mosques
of Istanbul
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Istanbul

has many historical mosques. Some
of them are magnificent and some are
tiny ones. I think they all deserve to
be visited. It is clear if you have a short time to spend in Istanbul, you are
going to prefer to visit the well known mosques. For visitors to Istanbul
it is important to remember that many of the city’s mosques are active
religious centers, thus certain protocol must be followed when entering
these buildings. Many mosques post their respective rules outside the
entrance to the building. Most will require the removal of one’s shoes.
Many will ask that women cover their head and that shorts and short skirts
not be worn in the building. For female visitors to a mosque, it is best
to carry a scarf and shawl when visiting, so one can cover the head and
arms if necessary. Many mosques will allow photography, but are more
restrictive with flash photography and most never allow photography
during prayer. Tours are offered by many private guide companies
throughout the city, but many mosques can be visited free of charge
during the day.
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Blue Mosque
At the tender age of 19, a young Sultan dug for a whole day at the site of
the new mosque, until he became tired. Thus it was that Sultan Ahmet I
opened the work, engaging a student of the great architect Sinan, Mehmet
Aaga, in an Ottoman attempt to rival the greatness of the Aya Sophia just
opposite. It had taken quite a time to find a flat space large enough and
this site of ancient Byzantine Palaces was agreed to be the most suitable.
Ten years of work led to its completion, a mass
granite structure sprouting 6 delicate minarets.
Initially this incited serious debate and
criticism as it posed the problem of being in
direct competition with the also 6-minaretted
mosque in sacred Mecca. However, the young
Sultan quickly resolved this by financing the
construction of a seventh mosque there. It is
interesting that he came to power at the age of
16, ruled the Empire for 16 years, gave his name
to the district and was the sixteenth Sultan.
This is reflected by the total of 16 balconies on
the minarets.
Its popular name, ‘Blue Mosque’, is generated
from its interior decor of over 21,000 Iznik tiles
in the upper galleries, which overall create
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a bluish effect. Over 260 windows stem the walls of this immense space.
It couldn’t hope to equal the Byzantine feats achieved in the Aya Sophia
however, evident by the huge elephant type pillars which underpin the
dome. The architect hadn’t calculated to have them there at all, but towards
the mosque’s completion he realized that the dome wouldn’t hold. Silk
carpets, crystal chandeliers and overhead arabesque calligraphy on the
walls and arches complete its decor.
On a winter’s evening, particularly when nestled beneath a gentle blanket
of snow, the spotlighted domes and minarets of the Blue Mosque are a
truly splendid sight to behold, magically elegant, and out of this world.
Location: Sultan Ahmet square

Suleymaniye Mosque
Süleymaniye Mosque is the city’s second largest mosque, constructed
in the mid-16th Century by Suleiman the Magnificent. Built by the
greatest architect of the Ottoman Empire - Sinan, between 1550 -1557,
Suleymaniye Mosque stands as undoubtedly his greatest work in Istanbul.
Sultan Suleyman the Magnificent, who enjoyed the longest reign in the
Ottoman Empire, between 1520-1566, gave the order for its construction.
The mosque also holds the tombs of the Sultan and his lover Hurrem
(Roxelana). Like many of the Ottoman mosques throughout the city, a large
courtyard precedes the main building. The four minarets of the mosque
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are located at the corners of the courtyard and a large colonnade forms
the perimeter of the outdoor space. The interior is more subdued when
compared to that of the Sultan Ahmed Mosque, but still quite beautiful.
Ceramic tiles adorn the walls and domed ceiling.
Location: Beyazid Square
New Mosque
Yeni Cami or New Mosque is yet
another example of an imperial,
religious building constructed
during the Ottoman Empire. The
building is located near the Galata
Bridge, on the Golden Horn. Plans
for the mosque began in the late
16th Century, but due to political
and financial constraints, the
building was not completed until
1663. An impressive number of
domes and semi-domes, sixty-six in
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total, mark the exterior. Once inside, visitors can observe the impressive tile
work decorating each of the domes. Like other imperial mosques, the Yeni
Mosque was originally designed as a complex with additional buildings
constructed to serve cultural needs of the city. One of the buildings that
still survives is the Egyptian or Spice Bazaar, a popular tourist destination
and the city’s second largest market behind the Grand Bazaar.
Location:Eminonu Square

Nuruosmaniye Mosque
The Nuruosmaniye Mosque is an Ottoman mosque located in the
Çemberlitaş neighbourhood of Fatih district in Istanbul. It is considered
one of the finest examples of mosques in Ottoman Baroque style. It was
built by architects Mustafa Ağa and Simon Kalfa from the order of Sultan
Mahmut I and completed by his brother and successor Sultan Osman III.
The architects adopted Baroque architectural elements, the mosque is also
distinctive with the absence of an ablution fountain.Nuruosmaniye Mosque
is located near the entrance to the Kapalıçarşı (Grand Bazaar), Column of
Constantine and the historical Atik Ali Paşa Mosque.
Location: Çemberlitaş
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Atik Ali Pasha Mosque
The Atik Ali Pasha Mosque is an old Ottoman mosque located in the
Çemberlitaş neighbourhood of Fatih district in Istanbul, Turkey. It was
built by Grand Vizier Bosnalı Hadım Atik Ali Paşa in 1496, during the reign
of Sultan Beyazıt II. The mosque is located near the entrance to the Grand
Bazaar, Column of Theodosius and the historical Nuruosmaniye Mosque.
Location: Çemberlitaş
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Rüstem Pasha Mosque
The Rüstem Pasha Mosque is located
in an old and busy market area of
Eminönü neighborhood, by the
Golden Horn. The mosque was built
between 1550-1561 by Rüstem
Pasha, a Grand Vizier and son-in-law
of sultan Süleyman the Magnificent.
Its architect was Sinan, the great
imperial architect who also built
Suleyman’s Mosque nearby. The
mosque was damaged in the Great
Fire of 1666 and the earthquake of
1776, but restored afterwards. The Rüstem Pasha mosque is well known for
its beautiful Iznik tiles of the 16th century, covering entire walls, mihrab and
mimbar areas as well. It has an octagonal plan, sitting on a high platform
over several old shops where you can reach by spiral stairs. There is a single
minaret and a central dome resting on 4 semi-domes with 74 windows
around them. These semi-domes and arches are supported by octagonal
columns called as “elephant feet” The Rüstem Pasha mosque is one of the
most exquisite Ottoman mosques in Istanbul, despite its small size. When
you enter inside after taking the shoes off, you’ll be amazed by the vivid
colors and floral or geometrical designs of the valuable Iznik tiles (over
2.300 pieces), which some of them were stolen during the centuries.
Location: Eminönü
Laleli Mosque
The Laleli Mosque was built by
Sultan Mustafa III from 1760–1763,
designed in the baroque style
by Ottoman imperial architect
Mehmet Tahir Ağa. The complex
was destroyed by a fire in 1783
shortly after its completion and
was immediately rebuilt. A fire in
1911 destroyed the madrasah, and
subsequent road construction work
destroyed many other the auxiliary
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structures to the mosque. The mosque is seen at the center of this high
courtyard ; with a grandeur dome with 24 windows and 2 minarets whic
has different cones than other minarets. The mosque is enlighted with
105 windows and the interial walls are covered with coloured porphyry
marbles. The mosque was constructed with baroque style. The tombs
and the fountain are located at the western corner. The wellknown ones
are the tombs of Soltan Mehmed the Third and Soltan Selim the Third..
The public house is located at the northern part and is stil used as Bazaar.
The basement of the mosque is being used as bazaar at the present even
though it was not aimed to be when built.The madrasah of the mosque is
unfortunately ruined until present time.
Location: Laleli
Arap Mosque
Arap Mosque, is a mosque in
Istanbul, based upon a former
Roman Catholic church devoted
to Saint Paul and Saint Dominic.
Although the structure was altered
during the Ottoman period, it
represents the most typical example
of Gothic Architecture in İstanbul
still extant.
Arap Mosque is in the district of
Beyoğlu, in the neighborhood of Karaköy, not far from the northern shores
of the Golden Horn. It is surrounded by artisan shops.
Location: İstiklal Street, Beyoglu
Firuzaga Mosque
The Firuzaga Mosque has an
interesting history to boast about.
The Sultan Ahmet used to go for
various expeditions accompanies
by the treasurer of the Ottoman
Palace. One of the main duties of
the treasurer was placing a prayer
rug, known as seccade, to be placed
before the beginning of the Friday
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prayer. Apart from this, the treasurer would always sit on the ground, before
the Sultan, to lay his forhead there and ensure that there was no danger
to the life of the Sultan. Beyazid II, the son of Mehmet II, was ascended to
the throne after the death of his father. It was only after a gap of 10 long
years that Firuz Agha, the treasurer of the period, built a mosque at the
entry point of the famous street of the Byzantine Empire. The treasurer died
in 1512 and his tomb, having engravings of rose figures on the marble, is
located in the yard of the Firuzaga Mosque. The Firuzaga Mosque, with a
square design of 13.5 m by 13.5 m, is built in the Bursa style and has a dome
with eight sides. According to a famous story, this mosque was built at a
place which was once a famous spot of horse races being watched by the
Roman emperors.
Location: Sultan Ahmet
Bayezid Mosque
The Bayezid II Mosque is an Ottoman
imperial mosque located in the Beyazıt
Square area of Istanbul, Turkey, near
the ruins of the Forum of Theodosius of
ancien tİstanbul.
The Beyazidiye Camii was
commissioned by Ottoman Sultan
Bayezid II, and was the second large
imperial mosque complex to be erected in Istanbul after the Conquest.
As the earliest complex, the Fatih Mosque was subsequently destroyed
by earthquakes and completely rebuilt in a different style, the Beyazidiye
complex is thus of considerable historical and architectural significance.
Little is known about the architect other than that he also built a
caravansary in Bursa; however, the polished style of the mosque itself
indicates experience with earlier Ottoman and western architectural
techniques. The surrounding külliye complex (madrasah, primary school,
imaret -public kitchen-and hammam), date from 1501 to 1506.
The dome was partially rebuilt after an earthquake in 1509, and Mimar
Sinan conducted further repairs in 1573–74. The minarets burned
separately in 1683 and 1764. An inscription above the courtyard entrance
suggests that repairs were also conducted in 1767.
Location: Beyazıt Square
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Koca Mustafa Paşa Mosque
Koca Mustafa Pasha Mosque
is a former Eastern Orthodox
church converted into a mosque
by the Ottomans. The church,
as the adjoining monastery,
was dedicated to Saint Andrew
of Crete, and was named Saint
Andrew in Krisei or by-theJudgment. Although heavily
transformed during both the
Byzantine and the Ottoman eras, it is one among the few churches in
Istanbul still extant, whose foundation goes back to the sixth century.
Location: Kocamustafapaşa
Merkez Efendi Mosque
Merkez Efendi Mosque is now located within an area surrounded by a belt
of numerous cemeteries which used to be a completely deserted area
outside the walls. This first Mosque and tekke building is a very simple and
plain one and was manually built by Merkez Efendi and by some connected
people.
This Mosque outside the city walls was furnished in the first half of the
16th cebtury with trusts by Şah Sultan, sister of Sultan Süleyman the
Magnificent, and the architectural structure was enlarged and improved.
Furthermore the mosque and
uniting room were renewed
by architect Mimar Sinan and a
hamam was added, so that it has
become a complete complex in
the course of time. It is known
that the turbeh could not preserve
its original structure till today and
was re-built by Sultan Mahmut
II. According to its authentic
architecture. The façade of the
turbeh facing west has become a
pilgrimage identity.
Location: Mevlanakapı surdışı
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Mihrimah Sultan Mosque
The Mihrimah Sultan Mosque is an
Ottoman mosque located just inside
the Edirne Kapisi on the Byzantine
land walls of Istanbul, Turkey. Located
on the peak of the Sixth Hill near the
highest point of the city, the mosque
is a prominent landmark in Istanbul.
The Mihrimah Sultan Mosque was
designed by Mimar Sinan for the
favorite daughter of Suleiman the
Magnificent, Princess Mihrimah. Its building took place from 1562 to 1565.
The complex has been severely damaged by earthquakes several times
(including 1719, 1766, 1814 and 1894), and although efforts were made
to restore the mosque, its attendant buildings received less attention. The
dome was further damaged during 1999 İzmit earthquake, and required
restoration, along with the upper half of the minaret.
Location: Edirnekapı

Ortaköy Mosque
Ortaköy Mosque officially the Büyük Mecidiye Mosque of Sultan Abdülmecid)
in Beşiktaş, is situated at the waterside of the Ortaköy pier square, one of the
most popular locations on the Bosphorus. The original Ortaköy Mosque was
built in the 18th century. The current mosque, which was erected in its place,
was ordered by the Ottoman sultan Abdülmecid and built between 1854 and
1856. Its architects were Armenian father and son Garabet Amira Balyan and
Nigoğayos Balyan who designed it in Neo-Baroque style. Within the mosque
hang several examples of Islamic calligraphy executed by the Sultan Abdülmecid
himself, who was also a hattat -master calligrapher-.The wide, high windows let
the ever-changing light reflections of the Bosphorus shine in the mosque.
Location: Ortaköy
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Kuzguncuk Mosque
Kuzguncuk is a neighborhood in the Üsküdar
district on the Asian side of the Bosphorus in
Istanbul, Turkey. The neighborhood is centered
on a valley opening to the Bosphorus. There was
no mosque in the center of the neighborhood
until 1952, when the Kuzguncuk Mosque was
built in the courtyard of the Armenian church.
The Üryanizade Mosque along the shore on the
northern edge of the neighborhood was built as a mescit (small mosque) in
1860.
Location: Kuzguncuk
Şemsi Paşa Mosque
The Şemsi Pasha Mosque is an
Ottoman mosque located in the large
and densely populated district of
Üsküdar. The Şemsi Pasha Mosque
was designed by Ottoman imperial
architect Mimar Sinan for Grand Vizier
Şemsi Pasha and builted at 1580.
The Mosque is one of the smallest to
be commissioned by a Grand Vizier in Istanbul, however it is its miniature
dimensions combined with its picturesque waterfront location which have
made it one of the most attractive mosques in the city. The Mosque is a
celebrated example of the chief architect’s skill in organically blending
architecture with the natural landscape.
Location: Üsküdar
Eyüp Sultan Mosque
The Eyüp Sultan Mosque is situated in the
district of Eyüp on the European side of
Istanbul, near the Golden Horn, outside the
Walls of Istanbul . Built in 1458, it was the
first mosque constructed by the Ottoman
Turks following their conquest of Istanbul
in 1453. The mosque rises next to the
place where Abu Ayyub al-Ansari the standard-bearer of the Islamic prophet
Muhammad, is said to have been buried during the Arab assault on Istanbul in
670. His tomb is greatly venerated by Muslims, attracting many pilgrims. Some of
the personal belongings of Muhammad are preserved in the tomb.
Location: Eyüp
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Fatih Mosque
The Fatih Mosque is an Ottoman imperial
mosque located in the Fatih district
of Istanbul. It was one of the largest
examples of Turkish-Islamic architecture
in Istanbul and represented an important
stage in the development of classic
Turkish architecture. The Fatih mosque
complex was a religious and social
building of unprecedented size and
complexity built in Istanbul between 1463-1470 by the order of Fatih Sultan
Mehmed.
Location: Fatih
Dolmabahçe Mosque
Dolmabahçe Mosque’s original
construction was initiated by Bezm-i
Alem Valide Sultan, the mother of Sultan
Abdülmecid (1823-1861). Upon her
death, it’s construction was continued
by her son. It is located in the southern
part of the Dolmabahce Palace, situated
on the coast. The mosque was opened
for prayer services on March 23rd, 1855.
Its architect is Garabet Balyan, a member
of the Balyan family who built various
structures for the Ottoman Empire.
Location: Dolmabahce
Teşvikiye Mosque
The Teşvikiye Mosque is a neo-baroque
structure located in the Teşvikiye
neighbourhood of Şişli district in
Istanbul. It was originally commissioned
in 1794 by Sultan Selim III, but most of
the current mosque that stands today
was completed in 1854 during the reign
of Sultan Abdülmecit I. It was during this
time that several well-known structures
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in Istanbul were being built or renovated, including Ortaköy Mosque and
Dolmabahçe Palace, in styles imported from Europe. It is the front of the
mosque, constructed during a renovation in the late 19th century, that
gives it a unique appearance, with huge white columns. It has become a
sort of stand-out symbol in the upscale, bustling quarter of Nişantaşı.
Location: Teşvikiye
Mihrimah Sultan Mosque
The Mihrimah Sultan Mosque is
an Ottoman mosque located in
the historic center of the Üsküdar
municipality in Istanbul. The
Mihrimah Sultan Mosque is one of
Üsküdar’s best-known landmarks
and takes its nicknames from the
ferry landing near which it stands. It
is the first of two mosques built by
Mihrimah Sultana, daughter of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent and wife
of Grand Vizier Rüstem Pasha. It was designed by Mimar Sinan and built
between 1546 and 1548. It is a massive structure on a raised platform and
already shows several hallmarks of Sinan’s mature style a spacious, highvaulted basement, slender minarets, a single-domed baldacchino flanked
by three semi-domes ending in three exedrae and a broad double portico.
Location: Üsküdar
Yeni Valide Mosque
The Yeni Valide Mosque is an Ottoman
mosque in the Üsküdar district of
Istanbul. It was built between the
1708 and 1710 on the iskele road
by Emetullah Râbi’a Gülnûş Sultan,
mother of Sultan Ahmed III. The
main part of the building is square in
shape and covered with a flattened
main dome and four half domes. The
mosque has two minarets with two balconies each. Calligraphy inside the
mosque is the work of Hezarfen Mehmet Efendi.
Location: Üsküdar
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MEET AT FORUM

ATF 2020 TRAVEX
ATF 2020 TRAVEX organized in Darussalam- Brunei at January 14-17. This
year top travel and tourism suppliers across all 10 ASEAN destinations –
Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam – plus India, met with global
buyers and media.
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FAME & GAME

Turkish women’s volleyball team to compete in Tokyo Olympics
Turkey’s National Women’s Volleyball Team
has earned a ticket to the 2020 Tokyo Summer
Olympics by beating Germany 3-0 at the CEV
Tokyo Volleyball European Qualification. The
women’s team won second place at the European
Championship last summer, and the Turkish women’s team was last at the
Olympics in 2012.
Turkey’s National Women’s Volleyball
Team has qualified for the World Olympic
Games for the second time in history. The
women beat Germany with a score of 3
to 0 at the CEV Tokyo Volleyball European
Qualification, earning a spot at the
Olympics through their performance.
The National Women’s Volleyball Team
participated in the Olympic Games for the
first time in 2012 at the London Summer
Olympics, but was eliminated before the
quarterfinal.Directed by Giovanni Guidetti,
the women’s team won a silver medal at
last year’s European Championship.
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EAT & MEET

Chocolate museum in Istanbul
Istanbul has a chocolate museum and it is the only one Turkey. Located
next to the Pelit Chocolate Factory, Pelit Chocolate Museum is one of the
most popular museums in Istanbul despite of its far location, Esenyurt.
The museum opened its doors in 2013 and takes
you on an adventure starting with the history of
chocolate-making. Make sure to see the hundreds
of objects made from chocolate including Hagia
Sophia, Galata Tower, Leander’s Tower, and even
a chocolate village! In addition, there is a small
chocolate workshop for children. It is believed that more than three tons of
chocolate were used in making of the museum and do not miss this unique
museum that is not only for children, but also for adults!
Pelit Chocolate Museum is approximately 30 km far from İstanbul city
center (Sultanahmet and Taksim). The only way to get to the museum
is either taxi or private car. Closest public transportation station to Pelit
Chocolate Museum is Beylikdüzü metrobus stop. Pelit Chocolate Museum
is open everyday between 10am and 4pm. The entrance fee is 40TL and
children below five years old enter for free.
People visit a chocolate museum in Istanbul, Turkey. People can learn about
the history and making techniques of chocolate and admire more than 100
chocolate creations showing famous architectures, figures and artworks
from all over the world at this chocolate museum in downtown Istanbul.
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DESTINATIONS - ANKARA

Ankara, the capital of Turkey, is located in the center of Anatolia province. With a known history of around 3000,
Ankara has seen great heights in the past. Around 3000 years ago, the Hittites established a city by the name of
Akuwash (old name for Ankara) at the intersection of two trade routes in Turkey. During its earlier phase, Ankara
was ruled by Phrygians, Macedonians (under Alexander the Great), and Romans. Seljuk Turks captured the city in
1071 AD and renamed it as Enguriye.
Most important moment in the history of Ankara came when Atatürk founded his provisional government here in
1920, and in 1923 when it became the capital of Turkish Republic. The city has seen a number of changes since then,
however it has been successful enough in maintaining a fine balance between the old and the new and thereby living
up to its unique identity as the “Melting Pot of East and West”. Today, Ankara is a sprawling urban mass thoroughly
organized and well - planned and much European in look than most of the cities in Turkey. Its wide-open roads,
large hotels, restaurants and government offices distinguish the city. Besides, there are several tourist attractions
and meetings in the city making it an ideal destination for the tourists and mice industry.

City At a Glance
Population: 3,627,098 Traffic Code: 06 Telephone Code:
0312

How to go
Ankara’s international Esenboga Airport is well
connected to other cities in Europe as well as to
important destinations in other parts of the world.

What to do
The foundations of this citadel were laid by Galatians
to be completed by the Romans. Byzantines and Seljuk
made major changes later on. The citadel is located atop a
hill in the old city where one can see some fine examples
of traditional architecture of Ankara.
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What to see

The Ankara Citadel
The Museum of Anatolian Civilization
Anıtkabir
The Temple of Augusts
The Roman Bath
The Column of Julian
Had Bayram Mosque
The Hatti Monument
Victory Monument
Monument of the Republic
Yeni Mosque
Kocatepe Mosque

DESTINATIONS - ANTALYA

Visit the picturesque old quarter of Kaleici; narrow, winding streets and old wooden houses around the ancient city
walls. Since its founding in the second century B.C., Antalya has been continuously inhabited. The region, bathed
in sunshine 300 days of the year, is a paradise of sun-bathing, swimming and sports activities like windsurfing,
water skiing, sailing, mountain climbing and hunting. If you come to Antalya in March or April, in the mornings
you can ski the slopes and in the afternoons you can swim in the warm waters of the Mediterranean. Important
historical sites await your discovery amid a landscape of pine forests, olive and citrus groves, and palm, avocado and
banana plantations. The Turquoise Coast is the tourism capital of Turkey. Its full range of accommodations, about
35 000 delegates, sunny climate, variety of excursions and activities, and its warm hospitality make it a soughtafter venue for meetings and conferences. The Antalya Convention Bureau, ACB, is an independent, non-profit
making organization. Founded in 1995, the Antalya Promotion Foundation (ATAV) has become a member of the
European Federation of Conference Towns (EFCT) in 1997. A Culture, Exhibition and Congress Center was opened
in 1996 in the Konyaalti district. The Congress Center is located in a glass pyramid.

City At a Glance
Population: 1.132.211 Traffic Code: 07 Telephone Code:
0242

How to go
Antalya airport is 10km east of the city center, and has
direct flights from Europe. It is well connected to other
parts of Turkey, and daily direct flights from Istanbul
and Ankara.

What to do
With its palm-lined boulevard, internationallyacclaimed marina, and old castle with traditional
architecture, all set amidst a modern city, Antalya is a
major tourist center in Turkey. In addition to the wide
selection of hotels, restaurants, bars, nightclubs and
shops, the city also plays host to a number of sporting

events throughout the year, like International Beach
Volleyball, triathlon, golf tournaments, archery, tennis
and canoeing competitions. Opened in 1995, the
Cultural Center hosts cultural and art events. The main
area of interest in the city is central old quarter within
the Roman walls, known as Kaleici, and there are many
interesting museums around the city.
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What to see

Archaeological Museum
Truncated and fluted minarets
Hadrian’s Gate Old Harbour
Perge, Side, Aspendos
Düden and Kursunlu Waterfalls
Antalya Castle
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DESTINATIONS - ISTANBUL

The former capital of three successive empires -Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman- Istanbul is a fascinating mixture of
past and present, old and new, modern and traditional. The museums, churches, palaces, mosques, bazaars, and the
sights of natural beauty seem inexhaustible. As you recline on the shores of the Bosphorus at sunset contemplating
the red evening light reflected in the windows and slender minarets on the opposite shore you understand, suddenly
and profoundly, why so many centuries ago settlers chose to build on this remarkable site. In addition to its unique
historical and cultural background and innumerable attractions, modern hotels, exclusive restaurants, nightclubs,
cabarets, bazaars and shops make Istanbul a superb site for meetings, conferences and conventions. Istanbul is fast
becoming one of the most popular international congress and exhibition destinations.
The opening of the Lütfi Kirdar International Conference Center (ICC) doubled the capacity of congress facilities
in Istanbul. The ICC is ideally located in the modern district of Harbiye, at the center of the city’s business, cultural
and commercial life, surrounded by some of Europe’s top quality hotels. Istanbul Convention & Visitors Bureau
(ICVB) has all the contacts and information for your meetings in Istanbul.

City At a Glance
Population: 14.000.000 Traffic Code: 34 Telephone
Code: 0212 (European side) - 0216 (Asian side)

How to go
Istanbul city has modern and new international airport,
which is well connected by regular flights, with most
important destinations in Europe, Middle East, and
North America with. Besides, vast networks of flights
fly between Istanbul and various other cities of Turkey.
Ataturk International Airport is 20 km from city center.
Helicopter service is also available between the cities.

What to do
While in Istanbul there is so much to do and look
forward to. The museums, castles, palaces, great
mosques, bazaars and sights of natural beauty seem
inexhaustible.
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Being a cultural and historical center, exploring the
grand heritage of the city should be the top most priority.
Shopping which can be a pleasure in the markets of
Istanbul should form another important part of your
itinerary. More than anything else a walk down the lanes
and by lanes of the many bazaars in Istanbul can be a
great experience, if interested in feeling the culture and
lifestyles of the people of this amazing land.
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What to see

Dolmabahçe Palace
Küçüksu Pavillion
St. Irene
Blue Mosque
Topkapi Palace
Mosaic Museum
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Covered Bazaar
St. Sophia
Kariye Museum
Beylerbeyi Palace
Yerebatan Cistern
Miniatürk

AKUETS
SAV

LIVES

Text AKUT to 2930, donate 10TL
and save a life yourself.

AKUT yaz 2930’a gönder,
10TL bağış yap, bir can da
sen kurtar!

akut.org.tr twitter.com/AKUT_Dernegi

facebook.com/AKUT

instagram.com/AKUT_Dernegi

youtube.com/akut

akut.web.tr

DESTINATIONS - IZMIR

Izmir, historically known as Smyrna, is the third most populous city of Turkey and has the country’s largest port
after Istanbul. It is located in the Gulf of Izmir, by the Aegean Sea. It is the capital of Izmir Province. Izmir has
the inherit of almost 3,500 years of urban past, and possibly up to that much more in terms of advanced human
settlement patterns. It is Turkey’s first port for exports and it has free zone, a Turkish-U.S. joint-venture established
in 1990, is the leader among the twenty that Turkey counts. Its workforce, and particularly its rising class of young
professionals, is concentrated either in the city or in its immediate vicinity (such as in Manisa). Izmir is widely
regarded as one of the most liberal Turkish cities in terms of values, ideology, lifestyle, dynamism and gender roles.
The Izmir Convention & Visitors Bureau (Izmir CVB) was founded in 2007 by Izmir Tourism Promotion Foundation
(IZTAV), as a non-profit and independent organization. Izmir CVB’s mission is to promote the city’s rich cultural
and natural assets .It has great potential on a national and international level and is seeking guidelines and best
practice to develop the city’s congress tourism.

City At a Glance
Population: 3,627,098 Traffic Code: 35 Telephone Code:
0232

How to go
Adnan Menderes Airport, 16km south of the city center,
has several daily flights to Istanbul, Ankara and Antalya.
There are also regular flights from many European cities.

What to do
While in Izmir see the sights, the Archaeological
Museum near Konak Square, which houses a superb
collection of antiques including the statues of Poseidon,
and Demeter that in ancient times stood in the agora.
Neighboring the Archaeological Museum, the collection
of the Ethnography Museum contains folkloric artifacts
among which are fine collections of Bergama and Gördes
carpets, traditional costumers and camel bridles.
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Situated on Atatürk Caddesi (Street) there is an old Izmir
house used by the founder of the Turkish Republic, the
Atatürk Museum, exhibits photographs of the leader
as well as some of his personnel belongings. The Selcuk
Yasar Art Museum is a private museum on Cumhuriyet
Boulevard with a collection of 20th century Turkish art.
Wander in the bazaar, sip drinks and dine at the pleasant
waterfront restaurants.
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What to see

Agora
Pergamum – Bergama
Milet - Dydima
Clock Tower
Kemeralti
Kadifekale
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Asansor
Ephesus – Selcuk
Virgin Mary
Alacati
Seferhisar
Cesme

LÜTFİ ÖZKÖK
PORTRAITS
DECEMBER 21, 2019
MAY 3, 2020
I S TA N B U L M U S E U M O F
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